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Abstract

The history of salt exploitation in the Carpathian arc area is far from being
complete regarding certain periods of Romania’s historical provinces, although
a lot has been written on this topic. A map of the salt deposits drafted in 1780
represents one of the most important achievements in this field. One of the
mandatory aspects of this historical approach is the identification of places from
where salt is or was extracted. Following a short history of the primary docu-
mentations of the exploitation of salt on the territory of Romania, this study
presents Fichtel's (1780) contribution to identifying the salt deposits on this
territory. The updating of the toponyms on the map poses no difhiculties for
the historical provinces Moldavia and Wallachia, yet the situation is different
in the case of the toponyms in Transylvania, since the nomenclature from the

Hungarian domination period (until 1918) was mostly modified starting with
the year 1919. Correspondences from the current nomenclature were provided
for all these toponyms. The study offers an update of the localization of salt
wells or springs and sedimentary deposits of salt, as indicated by Fichtel, by
identifying present corresponding toponyms for the ones indicated on the map.

1. A briefhistory

The salt deposits in the Carpathian arc are the biggest in Europe, which explains why the interest in them
spread beyond the local population, the exploitation of these salt deposits becoming one of the main
objectives of the empires that once dominated parts of this region. The first written information relating
to the exploitation of salt in the Carpathian arc dates from the Roman Dacia. The importance of the salt
is indicated by the fact that its exploitation was an imperial privilege and that the emperor would lease the
salt mines to some Roman officials (conductores), often together with the right to pasture and sometimes
the right to sell the exploited salt, as shown by the epigraphic sources dating from the beginning of the
3" century A.D.: “conductor pascui, salinarum et commerciorum” (cir I11, 1209 [1DR 111/5, 443]) or
“conductor pascui et salinarum” (c1r II1, 1363 [1DR I11/3, 119]; Dana & Zigreanu, 2013, p. 28-32, cf.
also Mihiilescu-Birliba, 2016, p. 57; Fischer, 1921, p. 71; cf. also Christescu, 2004, p. 49), but also only
“conductor salinarum” (1DR 111/4, 248; Piso, 2004-2005, p. 179-182, cf. also Mihiilescu-Birliba, 2016,
p. 55-57). We have very little knowledge about the way in which the Romans used to administer the
exploitation of salt (cf. Wollmann, 1996, p. 248-249), yet we can easily assume that they were very likely
to have a map or a repertoire of the places from where salt was extracted or where the salt deposits were
located. We know for sure that the only official documentation of a salt exploitation area from that period
is contained in Tabula Peutingeriana, where there occurs the indication in the ablative Sa/inis (on the map

"This work was supported by a grant of Ministery of Research and Innovation, CNCS-UEFISCD]I, project number
151/2017, PN-III-P4-ID-PCE-2016-0759, within PNCDI I11.

*Email address: dinu.moscal@gmail.com.

© 2018 The Authors. Publishing rights belong to the Journal.
The article is freely accessible under the terms and conditions of the CC-BY Open Access licence.

Diacronia 7, April 27,2018, A104 (1-11)


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://www.diacronia.ro/en/journal/issue/7
http://www.diacronia.ro/en/journal/issue/7/A104/en
http://dx.doi.org/10.17684/i7A104en
mailto:dinu.moscal@gmail.com

2 Dinu Moscal

in the sequence Blandiana — Apula — Brucla — Salinis — Potavissa — Napoca), noted on the most important
Roman route in Dacia, which crossed an area with valuable natural resources. The toponym was difficult to
localize, even for Theodor Mommsen, who points out that it cannot refer to Turda, as previously believed
(Zamosius, 1593, p. 78; Opitz, 2009, p. 801, 803; Ackner & Miiller, 1865, p. 138). He identifies it with
Felvinez, that is Vingul de Sus, known today as Unirea in the county of Alba (c1L II1, p. 172, 177), and not
with Ocna Mures and Uioara de Sus, situated on the other side of River Mures. Mommsen brings forward
the issue of the accurate localization, Maros-Ujvar—which corresponds to the present-day localities Ocna
Mures and Uioara de Sus—, yet he only mentions it as a reference point for Felvincz: “Felvincz [...] asalinis
qu etiamnunc durant ad vicum proximum Maros-Ujvar” (cIL I11, p. 177). The correspondence Salinis—
Maros-Ujvéir—Ocna Mures and Uioara de Sus is confirmed by the traces of Roman exploitation discovered
here, first attested by Ackner (1856, p. 23; see also Christescu, 2004, p. 49; Wollmann, 1996, p. 241).
References to salt and its exploitation in the present territory of Romania appeared in various sources
starting with the year 892 (cDEM I, p. 52; see also Maghiar & Olteanu, 1970, p. 97 f£.); the very first docu-
ment from the feudal era referring to Transylvania, from the year 1075, is related to the salt mines (DI1Rr,C ],
p- 1). Of the multitude of bibliographic references related to this topic we mention here just a few works
that treat from a general perspective the history of salt exploitation and its economic and social impact in
the Romanian area: Dobosi (1951), Pascu (1986, p.246-259), Vitcu (1987), Wollmann (1996), Ciobanu
(2002). The first map of the salt mines and salt deposits (salt wells or springs and sedimentary deposits
of salt) in Romania—focusing on the intra-Carpathian area, Transylvania—was only drawn during the
Austro-Hungarian empire domination (the right to exploit salt was among the royal rights of the empire),
in Fichtel’s study (1780), regularly quoted in the literature on the field. Although the localization of salt
pits and salt deposits does not have difficulties comparable with the case in Tanbula Peutingeriana (Salinae
isalso identified with Turda in Fichtel, 1780, p. 89), the indicated toponyms are not always easy to identify
within the present nomenclature. This is not the case with the ones from the extra-Carpathian area, where
one only deals with transliterations. The objective of this study is to correlate the toponyms indicated by
Fichtel—noted mostly with their Hungarian or sometimes German correspondents—with present-day

toponyms. Some of these shall prove useful when consulting certain works published before 1918, such
as Ackner (1856), Ackner & Miiller (1865) sau Gooss (1876, p. 264-330).

2. Fichtel’s map

The study of mineralogist Fichtel represents the first notable work dedicated to salt deposits in Romania,
despite the fact that the extra-Carpathian area is only represented by the most important salt pits and
deposits. The high degree of accuracy of the data provided is definitely due to direct investigation (Fichtel,
1780, p. 6-7). Moreover, the study represented a report for the Vienna administration, drafted with
the aim of organising the exploitation of salt in Transylvania by the Austro-Hungarian administration.
The author actually emphasizes the economic importance of the salt, stating that it is more important
than the gold in Transylvania: “das Salz fullet auch den Seckel des Staats weit reichlicher, als selbst die
sicbenbiirgische Golderzeugung” (Fichtel, 1780, p. 6-7).

The map localizes the pits under construction, unexploited sedimentary deposits of salt (“Salzspurien”),
salt wells and springs, yet it ignores the existence of salt blocks (“Salzlecke”), which are regarded as irrel-
evant as far as the quantity of salt in those specific places is concerned (Fichtel, 1780, p. 29). The fact that
the presence of these salt blocks was omitted on purpose is easy to explain, since the ultimate objective of
the map was to ensure an eflicient exploitation of salt deposits. Among other specifications regarding the
salt deposits map there occurs a correction of the border between Romania and Poland, which in previous
maps was, according to Fichtel, about 15-20 German miles more advanced towards the South-East, on
the limit where it encounters the Dniester River.

As far as the pits under exploitation are concerned, the most important are described in a separate sub-
section and some others in special sub-sections (Ocna Dej and Ocna Sibiului in §8 and §9, respectively).
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They are enumerated together with the others, according to their regions, in the subsequent sub-sections
(§10-§13), while punctual references regarding various aspects occur throughout the study. One must
note that the objective of the map is to represent unexploited deposits since this map, as a study, aims at
extending the exploitation of salt. The unexploited deposits are marked with three categories of symbols:
pits under construction (green surface square), unexploited sedimentary deposits of salt (green surface
circle), and salt springs, namely wells and springs (red surface circle). Thus, the author says in relation to
Visakna, that is Ocna Sibiului, that he counted fifteen pits, to which the ones under construction are to be
added (Fichtel, 1780, p. 89-90), yet on the map there are the symbols for pits under construction (two)
and for salt springs (one).

3. Observations regarding the toponyms

Unexploited salt deposits are mostly represented by identifying localities in their vicinity, only a few being
near ariver bed, near a certain mountain or in the area of a mountain passage. In the case of some localities
(for example KIS SAROS <KISS-SAROS>, County of Tarnava) the Romanian equivalent (Sarosul Mic) was
replaced in the meanwhile by the new administrations. In such situations the Romanian equivalent will
be listed as the proper equivalent, followed by the present equivalent (Delenii), with the specification
“today” (KIS SAROS <KISS-SAROS>, comitatul Tirnava — Sarosul Mic, today Delenii, c. Bagaciu, Mures).
The toponyms are also presented separately by Fichtel (1780, p. 130-134) in a repertoire preceding the
map, yet in some cases there is no perfect correspondence between the forms. In such cases they are placed
between angle brackets according to their form on the map. The repertoire preceding the map also con-
tains some toponyms that are not written on the map. These are placed between angle brackets. Whenever
there occurs in the repertoire a name synonymous with the one on the map, a separate entry will designate
the name on the map. In the case of versions of graphic deformations on the map, no additional entries
shall be opened. Oikonyms from Transylvania also have in the repertoire the indication of the county, the
seat or the district they belong to, which we transcribed immediately after the oikonym. For the present
equivalent oikonym we indicated the commune it belongs to, using the abbreviation “c.” (except for the
cities), followed by the name of the county. For the few rivers we only indicated the river into which they
flow, except for the river Vrancea, which is a synonym for the upper flow of river Putna. For mountains
and mountain passages we only indicated the present equivalent. For salt mines we provided localization
according to the nomenclature of the current administration.

The toponyms will be listed in alphabetical order with their present correspondents, keeping separate,
however, their renderings for the three historical regions of Romania.

4. Repertoire of the toponyms with their present correspondents

Wallachia

FOCSIAN <FOCRIAN> — City of Focsani, Vrancea.

OKNA KIMPINA <OKNA BEY KIMPINA> — Ocna Cimpina “Cimpina Salt Mine”, near City of Cimpina,
Prahova.

OKNA RIMNIK <OKNA BEY RIMNIK> — Ocna Rimnic “Rimnic Salt Mine”, today Ocnele Mari “Large Salt
Mines”, near City of Ocnele Mari, Vilcea.

TELEAGA <OKNA TELEAGA> — Ocna Telega “Teleaga Salt Mine”, near Telega, c. Telega, Prahova.
TERGOVISTA <TERGOVIST > — City of Tirgoviste, Dimbovita.

Moldavia

GROZESD — Grozesti, today Oituz, c. Oituz, Baciu.
HERSAN — Hirja, c. Oituz, Bacau.

KRUTZE <KRUTSE> — Crucea, c. Crucea, Suceava.
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LIPSE BACH <LIPSE FLUSS> — Lepsa Creek, left tributary of Putna River.

M[ONS] KETSKETS <KECSKESHHAVAS> — Mount Chesches.

M[ONS] KIS HAVAS <KISS HAVAS> — Mount Haosul Mic.

M[ONS] SIROS — Mount Jiros.

0JTOs FL[USs] — Oituz Creek, right tributary of Trotus River.

OKNA <MOLDAUISCH OKNA> — Ocna Moldovei “Moldavian Salt Mine”, today Salina Tirgu Ocna, near
City of Tirgu Ocna, Baciu.

PASSUS GYEMES — Ghimes Pass.

PASSUS 0JTOS — Oituz Pass.

PURTIEST] <PORTIESTI> — Pirtestii [de Sus], c. Cacica, Suceava.

SZLATINA <SLATINA> — Slatina, c. Slatina, Suceava.

SZUTSAVITZA <SZUTSOVITZA> — Sucevita, c¢. Sucevita, Suceava.

VARANTZA PUTNA FL[USS] <\WRANTSA PUTNA FLUSS> — Vrancea River, the upper flow of Putna River.
ZABOLA PUTNA FLUSS — Zibala Creek, right tributary of Putna River.

Transylvania

<ALSO-BORGO> see J[OSENI?] BORGO.

A[LsO] IDETS, County of Turda — Ideciul de Jos, c. Ideciul de Jos, Mures.

<ALSO-RAKOSD>, County of Alba — Racosul de Jos, c. Rupea, Brasov.

A[LSO] SUK <ALSO-sUG>, County of Cluj — Jucu de Jos, c. Jucu, Cluj.

ABOCSFALVA <ABOSFALVA>, Seat of Odorhei — Aldea, c. Mirtinis, Harghita.

ALMAS, Seat of Odorhei — Meresti, c. Meresti, Harghita.

ASZN BESZTERIZE <ASZU BESZLERCZE>, District of Bistrita — Dorolea, c. Livezile, Bistrita Nasiud.
BALASF[A]L[vA], County of Dibica — Blajenii de Jos, c. Sintereag, Bistrita Nisaud.

BALLA, County of Turda — Bila, c. Bila, Mures.

BATOS, County of Cluj — Batos, c. Batos, Mures.

BELLAK <BILLAK>, County of Dibica — Bileag, today Domnesti, c. Mariselu, Bistrita Nasiud.
BETHLEN, County of Solnocul Interior — City of Beclean [pe Somes], Bistrita Nisiud.

BONTZ NYIRES <BONCZ-NYIRES>, County of Dibica — Bong, c. Fizesu Gherlii, Cluj.

BORZAS, comitatul Tirnava — Bozias, quarter of the City of Tirnaveni, Mures.

BOZZOD <BOSOSD>, Seat of Odorhei — Bezid, suburbs of the City of Singeorgiu de Pidure, Mures.
<BUZAS-BOCSARD>, County of Alba — Bucerdea Grinoas, c. Bucerdea Grinoasa, Alba.

CSEPAN, County of Solnocul Interior — Cepan, today Cepari, c. Dumitra, Bistrita Nisiud.

DEES, County of Solnocul Interior — Dej, Cluj.

DEESOKNA <DESAKNA>, County of Solnocul Interior — Ocna Dejului, component locality of the City
of Dej, Cluj.

DEZMER <DESMER>, County of Cluj — Dezmir, ¢. Apahida, Cluj.

<DOGMEZO>, see K[IS] DOGMEZO.

DRAGOM[IRFA|LV[A] <DRAGOMIR>, County of Maramures — Dragomiresti, Maramures.

ERDO SZAKAL <ERDOSSAKAL>, County of Turda — Sicalu de Pidure, c. Brimcovenesti, Mures.
FEJEREGYHAZ <FEHEREGYHAZA>, District of Bistrita — Albestii Bistritei, c. Galatii Bistritei, Bistrita
Nisiud.

FEKETELAK, County of Dibica — Negrenii de Cimpie, c. Band, Mures.

FELSO BAJOM, Seat of Medias — Boianul de Sus, today Bazna, c. Bazna, Sibiu.

F[ELSO] BORGO, County of Dibica — Susenii Birgaului, c. Prundu Birgiului, Bistrita Nisiud.
F[ELSO] SUK <FELSO-SUG>, County of Cluj — Jucu de Sus, c. Jucu, Cluj.

<FIATFALVA>, Seat of Odorhei - Filiasi, suburbs of the City of Cristuru Secuiesc, Harghita.

FUGE, County of Solnocul Interior — Figa, suburbs of the City of Beclean [pe Somes], Bistrita Nasiud.
GALD, Seat of Rupea — Ungra, c. Ungra, Brasov.
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<GALFALVA>, County of Tirnava — Ginesti, c. Ginesti, Mures.

GARAD (Hung. Garat, after Germ. Stein), Seat of Rupea — Stena, today Dacia, c. Jibert, Brasov.

GRID, County of Hunedoara — Grid, c. Piriu, Brasov.

<GURGENY-GROSZFALU (= Gorgény Oroszfalu)>, County of Turda — Solovistru, c. Solovistru, Mures.
GYEPES <KOPIS>, Seat of Odorhei — Ghipes, c. Mirtinis, Harghita.

HADAT, County of Solnocul Interior - Hodod, c. Hodod, Satu Mare.

HESDAAD <HESDAT >, County of Turda — Higdate, c. Savidisla, Cluj.

HESTAD <HESDAT >, County of Dibica — Hisdate, suburbs of the City of Gherla, Cluj.

HOLDAU <HELTAU >, Seat of Sibiu — Cisnidie, Sibiu.

<IKLOD>, County of Alba - Iclod, c. Sincel, Alba.

JAD <IAAD>, District of Bistrita — Livezile, c. Livezile, Bistrita Nisiud.

J[OSENI?] BORGO, <ALSO-BORGO>, County of Dibica — Josenii Birgiului, c. Josenii Birgaului, Bistrita
Nisiud.

KAILA <KAYLA>, County of Dibica — Caila, c. Sintereag, Bistrita Nasiud.

KARATSONFALVA, Seat of Odorhei — Criciunel, c¢. Ocland, Harghita.

KEMENYFALVA <HOMOROD-KEMENYFALVA>, Seat of Odorhei — Chemenfaliu Homorodului, today
Cominesti, c. Martinis, Harghita.

KENDTELKE <KENTELKE>, County of Dibica — Chintelnic, c. Sieu-Migherus, Bistrita Nisaud.
KERESZTURF[A]L[VA], Seat of Odorhei — Cristuru, today in the City of Cristuru Secuiesc, Harghita.
KINTSES, County of Turda — Comori, c. Gurghiu, Mures.

KIS AKNA, County of Alba de Jos — Ocnisoara, c. Lopadea Noua, Alba.

K[1S] DOGMEZO <DOGMEZO>, County of Solnocul Interior - Dumbrivita, c. Spermezeu, Bistrita Nasiud.
K[IS] KAIAN <KIS-KAJON>, County of Solnocul Interior — Ciianu Mic, c. Ciianu Mic, Bistrita Nisdud.
KIS SAROS <KISS-SAROS>, County of Tirnava — Sarosul Mic, today Delenii, c. Bigaciu, Mures.
KISFALU, County of Dibica — Migurele, c. Mariselu, Bistrita Nisaud.

<KISS-ALMAS>, County of Alba — Almasul Mic de Munte, c. Balsa, Hunedoara.

< KISS-OESKULLO>, County of Dibica — Aschileu Mic, c. Aschileu, Cluj.

KOLOS, County of Cluj — Cojocna, c. Cojocna, Cluj.

KOROND, Seat of Odorhei — Corund, ¢. Corund, Harghita.

KOSZV[ENYES] <KOSSVENYES>, Seat of Mures — Eremitu, c. Eremitu, Mures.

KOTELEND, County of Cluj — Gadilin, c. Jucu, Cluj.

KOVAR, District of Chioar — [Cetatea] Chioar[ului], near Berchezoaia, c. Remetea Chioarului, Mara-
mures.

KOZEPF[A]L[vA], County of Solnocul Interior — Chiuza, c. Chiuza, Bistrita Nisiud.

KUKULLO KEMENYF[AL]V([A], Seat of Odorhei — Tirnovita, c. Bradesti, Harghita.

KUKULLOVAR, County of Tirnava — Cetatea de Balt, c. Cetatea de Balta, Alba.

LETKA, District of Chioar — Letca, c. Letca, Silaj.

LOVETE, Seat of Odorhei — Lueta, c. Lueta, Harghita.

<MAGOSMART >, County of Solnocul Interior - Mogoseni, c. Nimigea, Bistrita Nisaud.

MAGYAROS, County of Dibica — Migherus, today Sieu-Migherus, c. Sieu-Migherus, Bistrita Nisaud.
MAGYAROS, County of Turda — Alunis, c. Alunis, Mures.

MALLOMARKA <MALOMARKA >, District of Bistrita — Monariu, c. Budacu de Jos, Bistrita Nisiud.
MALON <MALOM >, County of Solnocul Interior — Malin, c. Nuseni, Bistrita Nasiud.

MAROS UIVAR <MAROSUJVAR>, County of Alba — Ocna Mures, Alba.

MEZO MADARAS, Seat of Mures — Finatele Midarasului, c. Miadaras, Mures.

MIHALIKA, County of Maramures — Ocna Mihai, near Ocna Sugatag, c. Ocna Sugatag, Maramures.
MIKEHAZO <MIKEHAZA>, County of Solnocul Interior — Mica, ¢. Mica, Cluj.

MIKES, County of Turda — Micesti, c. Tureni, Cluj.

N[AGY] DEMETER, District of Bistrita — Dumitra Mare, today Dumitra, c. Dumitra, Bistrita Nisiud.
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NAGY ERNYE <NAGY-ERENYE>, Seat of Mures — Ernei, c. Ernei, Mures.

N[AGY] 1DA, County of Cluj — Ida Mare, today Viile Tecii, c. Teaca, Bistrita Nasiud.

<NAGY-KAJON>, County of Solnocul Interior — Ciianu Mare, c. Caianu Mic, Bistrita Nisaud.
NAGY-LOZNA <NAGY LOSSNA>, County of Solnocul Interior — Lozna, ¢. Lozna, Silaj.

N[AGY] OSKULLA <NAGY OESKULLO>, County of Dibica — Aschileu Mare, c. Aschileu, Cluj.
NEMEGYE <MAGYAR-NEMEGYE and OLAH-NEMEGYE>, County of Solnocul Interior — Nimigea Ungure-
asca, today Nimigea de Jos, and Nimigea Romineasci, today Nimigea de Sus, c. Nimigea, Bistrita Nasiud.
NET <NEZ>, County of Dibica — Net, today Neteni, c. Mariselu, Bistrita Nisiud.

<OLAH PINTEK>, County of Cluj — Pintic, suburbs of the City of Dej, Clu;.

OKNITZA <SZASZAKNA>, County of Cluj — Ocnita, c. Teaca, Bistrita Nasiud.

<OROSZ-BORGO>, s¢€ RUSZ-BORGO.

ORSOVA, County of Turda — Orsova, c. Gurghiu, Mures.

OVASZFALA <GORGENI-OROSZFALU> [= Oroszfija], County of Turda — Orosfaia, c. Milas, Bistrita
Nisiud.

PARAJD <PARAYD>, Seat of Odorhei — Praid, c. Praid, Harghita.

PASSUS BOOZA — Buziu Pass.

PASSUS RODNA — Rodna Pass.

PASS[US] TOMOS — Timis Pass, today Predeal Pass.

PASSUS TORZBURG — Bran Pass (Torzburg — Turciu, today Bran, c. Bran, Bragov).

PASZMOS <PASSMOS>, County of Cluj — Posmus, c. Sieu, Bistrita Nasaud.

PATA, County of Cluj — Pata, c. Apahida, Cluyj.

PERSAN, County of Hunedoara — Persani, c. Sinca, Brasov.

<PETERFALVA>, County of Tirnava — Petrisat, suburbs of the City of Blaj, Alba.

PETERFALVA, County of Alba — Petis, c. Seica Mare, Sibiu.

PINTAK <SZASZ-PINTEK>, District of Bistrita — Pinticu, c. Teaca, Bistrita Nisiud.

REMETE, District of Chioar — Remetea Chioarului, c. Remetea Chioarului, Maramures.

REMETE, Seat of Mures — Remetea, suburbs of the City of Tirgu Mures, Mures.

REPS, Seat of Rupea — Rupea, Brasov.

RETSENYED, Seat of Odorhei — Rares, c. Martinis, Harghita.

RHENASZEK <RHONASZEK >, County of Maramures — Costiui, c. Rona de Sus, Maramures.

ROTHE THURN PAsS[Us] — Turnul Rosu Pass.

RUSZ-BORGO <OROSZ-BORGO>, County of Dibica — Rusul Birgaului, ¢. Prundul Birgiului, Bistrita
Nisiud.

<SAJO KERESSTUR>, County of Dibica — Cristur-Sieu, ¢. Sieu-Odorhei, Bistrita Nasiud.
<SAJO-UDVARHELY >, County of Solnocul Interior — Sieu-Odorhei, c. Sieu-Odorhei, Bistrita Nisiud.
SAMSAND <SAMSON>, Seat of Mures — Samsond, today Sincai, c. Sincai, Mures.

SEPTER, County of Cluj — Sopteriu, c. Urmenis, Bistrita Nisaud.

<SOAKNA>, see SZABANITZA.

SOM KER[EK] <SOMKEREK >, County of Solnocul Interior — Sintereag, c. Sintereag, Bistrita Nasiud.
soMKUT, County of Solnocul Interior — Somcutul Mic, suburbs of the City of Dej, Cluj.

SOOFALVA <SOFALVA >, Seat of Odorhei — Ocna, today Ocna de Sus and Ocna de Jos, c. Praid, Harghita.
SOSPATAK <SOOSPATAK>, County of Turda — $iusa, suburbs of the City of Ungheni, Mures.

SOVAROD, Seat of Mures — Sovarod, c. Sovarod, Mures.

SZABAD, Seat of Mures — Sibed, c. Ceausu de Cimpie, Mures.

SZABANITZA <SOAKNA (= Gorgényséakna)>, County of Turda — Jabenita, c. Solovistru, Mures.
sz[Asz] NYIRES, County of Solnocul Interior — Nires, c. Mica, Cluj.

<SZASZ-PINTEK>, see PINTAK.

szAsz REGEN, County of Turda — Reghinul Sisesc, today Reghin, Mures.

<SZASZAKNA>, see OKNITZA.
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szEK, County of Dibica - Sic, c. Sic, Cly.

<SZENT-ANDRAS>, County of Dibica — Sieu-Sfintu, c. Sintereag, Bistrita Nisiud.

S[ZEN]T IMREH <GORGENI-SZENT IMRE/SZENT-IMRE>, County of Turda — Sintimbru, c. Sintimbru,
Harghita.

S[ZENT] MARGITTA, County of Solnocul Interior — Sinmirghita, c. Mica, Cluj.

SZ[ENT] MARTON, Seat of Ciuc — Sinmartin, c. Sinmartin, Harghita.

<SZENT-MARTON>, County of Turda — Mirtinesti, c. Tureni, Cluj.

S[ZEN]T MARTON <HOMOROD-SZENT MARTON>, Seat of Odorhei — Mirtinis, c. Mirtinis, Harghita.
S[ZEN]T MIKLOS <SCENT MIKLOS>, County of Tirnava — Sinmiclius, c. Sona, Alba.

SZ[EN]T PALL <HOMOROD-SZENT PAL>, Seat of Odorhei — Sinpaul, c. Martinis, Harghita.

S[ZEN]T PETER <HOMOROD-SZENT PETER>, Seat of Odorhei — Petreni, c. Mrtinis, Harghita.
szZEPLAK, County of Solnocul Interior — Bunesti, ¢. Mintiu Gherlii, Cluj.

<SZESZARMA >, County of Solnocul Interior — Sisarm, c. Chiuza, Bistrita Nasaud.

SZIMONTELKE <SIMONTELKE>, County of Dibica — Simionesti, c. Budacu de Jos, Bistrita Nasiud.
SZITAS KERESZTUR, Seat of Odorhei — Cristuru Secuiesc, Harghita.

SZOMBATTELKE, County of Dibica — Simboieni, c. Sinmirtin, Cluj.

SZOTELKE <SOTELKE>, County of Dibica — Sirata, c. Panticeu, Cluj.

SZOTZ BANYITZA <SZASZ-BANITZA>, County of Cluj — Baita, c. Lunca, Mures.

SZOVATHA <SZOVATA >, Seat of Odorhei — Sovata, Mures.

TEKE <TEKENDORFF>, County of Cluj — Teaca, c. Teaca, Bistrita Nisaud.

THORDA, County of Turda — Turda, Cluj.

TOHAT, County of Alba de Jos — Tohat, suburbs of the City of Ulmeni, Maramures.

TOHAT, County of Solnocul Interior — Taure, c¢. Nimigea, Bistrita Nisaud.

TOR[PENY] <TREPPEN>, District of Bistrita — Tarpiu, c. Dumitra, Bistrita Nasiud.

<TREPPEN>, see TOR[PENY].

UDVARHELLY, Seat of Odorhei — Odorheiu Secuiesc, Harghita.

VAJOLA <WOJOLA>, County of Cluj — Voila, today Uila, c. Batos, Mures.

VET <WETS>, County of Turda — Brincovenesti, c. Brincovenesti, Mures.

VINDA <WAAD>, District of Bistrita — Vinda, today Ghinda, component locality of the City of Bistrita,
Bistrita Nisiud.

<VIRAGOSBEREK >, County of Solnocul Interior — Vireag, today Floresti, Bistrita Nisaud.

VISZAKNA, County of Alba de Jos — Ocna Sibiului, Sibiu.

ZEREDFADA <SZERETFALVA>, County of Dibica — Seretel, today Siritel, c. Sieu-Migherus, Bistrita
Nisiud.

5. Salt mines, sedimentary deposits of salt and salt springs

The repertoire preceding the map is also organized according to the type of deposit and the existence of salt
mines, without specifying their number, however. Fitchel himself noted this detail, as well as the difficulty
in indicating an exact number of deposits, as shown in the presentation of the Visakna mines (Fichtel,
1780, p. 89-90, sce supra, §2). However, the map often indicates several salt water springs (“Salzbrunnen”,
that is springs or wells) or unexploited sedimentary deposits of salt. In order for the data provided by
Fichtel to be available for use in identifying salt water springs, they will be enumerated in alphabetical
order, preserving the already presented forms. For the ones that appear only on the map, we indicated
between brackets the specification “map only” as well as the indicated number of springs and sedimentary
deposits of salt. For the areas that do not appear on the map section included in Appendix A, we have
specified the number of salt springs or sedimentary deposits of salt if they were already included in that
particular section (for salt water springs “Salzbrunnen”, and respectively unexploited sedimentary deposits
of salt “Salzspurien”). For the same areas, when a toponym listed in the repertoire under a single category
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for which the map also indicates the existence of a deposit belonging to another category, we included
the specification “map” and the number of springs or sedimentary deposits of salt, according to each case.
The pits were represented throughout the study by a unique symbol. In all other cases, for the number
of salt water springs or unexploited sedimentary deposits of salt, as well as for the cases where the map
provides information other than the one in the repertoire that we presented as such above, see the map
section included in Appendix A.

Wallachia

Salt mines (“Salzgruben”): OKNA KIMPINA <OKNA BEY KIMPINA>, OKNA RIMNIK <OKNA BEY
RIMNIK>, TELEAGA <OKNA TELEAGA>.

Sedimentary deposits of salt (“Salzspurien”): FOCSIAN <FOCRIAN> (one deposit), TERGOVISTA
<TERGOVIST > (one deposit).

Salt spring (“Salzbrunnen”): FOCSIAN <FOCRIAN> (map, one salt spring), OKNA KIMPINA <OKNA
BEY KIMPINA> (map, two salt spring), OKNA RIMNIK <OKNA BEY RIMNIK> (map, two salt springs).

Moldavia

Salt mines (“Salzgruben”): OKNA <MOLDAUISCH OKNA>.

Sedimentary deposits of salt (“Salzspurien”): GROZESD (one deposit), HERSAN (map only, one
deposit), M[ONS] KETSKETS <KECSKESHHAVAS> (one deposit), M[ONS] KIS HAVAS <KISS HAVAS>
(deposit unsigned), M[ONS] sIROS (map only, one deposit), VRANTZA PUTNA FL[USS] <VRANTSA
PUTNA FLUSS> (one salt spring only, deposit unsigned).

Salt springs (“Salzbrunnen”): GROZESD (map, one salt spring), HERSAN (map only, one salt spring),
KRUTZE <KRUTSE> (two salt springs), M[ONS] KIS HAVAS <KISS HAVAS> (one salt spring only,
deposit unsigned), 0yTos FL[USS] (map only, one salt spring), OKNA <MOLDAUISCH OKNA> (one
salt spring), PASSUS GYEMES (map only, one salt spring), PASSUS 0JTOS (map only, one salt spring),
PURTIEST] <PORTIESTI> (two salt springs), SZLATINA <SLATINA> (two salt springs), SZUTSAVITZA
<SZUTSOVITZA> (two salt springs), VRANTZA PUTNA FL[USS] <VRANTSA PUTNA FLUSS> (one salt
spring only, deposit unsigned), ZABOLA PUTNA FLUSS (two salt springs).

Transylvania

Salt mines (“Salzgruben”): DEESOKNA <DESAKNA>, KOLOS, PARAJD <PARAYD>, RHENASZEK
<RHONASZEK>, SZEK, THORDA, VISZAKNA.

Sedimentary deposits of salt (“Salzspurien”): A[LSO] IDETS, A[LSO] SUK <ALSO-SUG>, BELLAK
<BILLAK>, DRAGOM[IRFA|LV[A] <DRAGOMIR>, F[ELSO| SUK <FELSO-SUG>, FELSO BAJOM, KOROND,
KOTELEND, KOVAR (map, one deposit), KUKULLO KEMENYF[AL]V[A], LIPSE BACH <LIPSE FLUSS>
(depositunsigned), MAROS UIVAR <MAROSUJVAR>, MIHALIKA, NAGY ERNYE <NAGY-ERENYE>, <OLAH
PINTEK>, ORSOVA, OVASZFALA <GORGENI-OROSZFALU>, PASZMOS <PASSMOS>, PATA, REMETE,
districtul Chioar (map, one deposit), <PETERFALVA> (Count of Tirnava), <SAJO-UDVARHELY>
(inaccurately included in the County of Dibica), S[ZEN]T IMREH <GORGENI-SZENT IMRE/SZENT-
IMRE>, SOOFALVA <SOFALVA>, SZ[ASZ] NYIRES, SZ[EN|T PALL <HOMOROD-SZENT PAL>, SZA-
BANITZA <SOAKNA>, SZASZ REGEN, SZEPLAK (map, one deposit), SZOVATHA <SZOVATA>, TEKE
<TEKENDORFF>, UDVARHELLY, VRANTZA PUTNA FL[USS] <VRANTSA PUTNA FLUSS> (deposit
unsigned), ZABOLA PUTNA FLUSS (three deposits).

Salt springs (“Salzbrunnen”): A[LSO] IDETS, <ALSO-RAKOSD>, A[LSO] SUK <ALSO-SUG>, ABOCSFALVA
<ABOSFALVA>, ALMAS, ASZN BESZTERIZE <ASZU BESZLERCZE>, BALASF[A]L[VA], BALLA, BATOS, BEL-
LAK <BILLAK>, BETHLEN, BONTZ NYIRES <BONCZ-NYIRES>, BORZAS, BOZZOD <BOSOSD>, <BUZAS-
BOCSARD>, CSEPAN, DEES, DEZMER <DESMER>, ERDO SZAKAL <ERDOSSAKAL>, F[ELSO]
BORGO, F[ELSO]| SUK <FELSO-SUG>, FEJEREGYHAZ <FEHEREGYHAZA>, FEKETELAK, FELSO BAJOM,
<FIATFALVA>, FUGE, GALD, <GALFALVA>, GARAD, GRID (map only, two salt springs), GYEPES <KOPIS>,
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HADAT (two salt springs), HESDAAD <HESDAT >, HESTAD <HESDAT>, HOLDAU <HELTAU> (with the

indication ,ist vertilget” [it is exhausted]), <IKLOD>, JJOSENI?] BORGO, <ALSO-BORGO>, JAD <IAAD>,

KAILA <KAYLA>, KARATSONFALVA, KEMENYFALVA <HOMOROD-KEMENYFALVA >, KENDTELKE <KEN-

TELKE>, KERESZTURF[A]L[VA], KINTSES, KIS AKNA (map only, two salt springs), K[1s] DOGMEZO <DOG-
MEZ0>, K[IS] KATAN <KIS-KAJON>, KIS SAROS <KISS-SAROS>, KISFALU (map only, two salt springs),

<KISS-ALMAS>, <KISS-OESKULLO>, KOROND, KOSZV[ENYES] <KOSSVENYES>, KOTELEND, KOVAR

(map only, one salt spring), KOZEPF[A]L[VA], KUKULLOVAR, LETKA, LOVETE, <MAGOSMART >, MAG-

YAROS (County of Dibica), MAGYAROS (County of Turda), MALLOMARKA <MALOMARKA>, MALON

<MALOM>, MAROS UIVAR <MAROSUJVAR>, MEZO MADARAS, MIKEHAZO <MIKEHAZA >, MIKES, N[AGY]
DEMETER, NAGY ERNYE <NAGY-ERENYE>, N[AGY] IDA, <NAGY-KAJON>, NAGY LOZNA <NAGY LOSSNA>,
N[AGY] OSKULLA <NAGY OESKULLO>, NEMEGYE <MAGYAR-NEMEGYE AND OLAH-

NEMEGYE>, NET <NEZ>, OKNITZA <SZASZAKNA>, <OLAH PINTEK>, ORSOVA, OVASZFALA <GORGENI-

OROSZFALU> [= Oroszfja], PASSUS BOOZA (map only, one salt spring), PASSUS RODNA (map only,

one salt spring), PASS[Us] TOMOS (map only, one salt spring), PASSUS TORZBURG (map only, one salt

spring), PASZMOS <PASSMOS>, PERSAN (map only, two salt springs), PETERFALVA (County of Alba),

PINTAK <SZASZ-PINTEK>, REMETE (District of Chioar), REMETE (Seat of Mures), REPS, RETSENYED,

ROTHE THURN PASS[US] (map only, one salt spring), RUSZ-BORGO <OROSZ-BORGO>, <SAJO KERESS-

TUR>, <SAJO-UDVARHELY>, SAMSAND <SAMSON>, SEPTER, SOM KER[EK| <SOMKEREK>, SOMKUT,

SOOFALVA <SOFALVA>, SOSPATAK <SOOSPATAK>, SOVAROD, SZABAD, SZABANITZA <SOAKNA>, SZE-

PLAK (one salt spring), SZ[ASZ] NYIRES, <SZENT-ANDRAS>, S[ZEN]T IMREH <GORGENI-SZENT IMRE/

SZENT-IMRE>, S[ZENT] MARGITTA, SZ[ENT] MARTON (Seat of Ciuc), <SZENT-MARTON> (County of
Turda), SZ[ENT] MARTON <HOMOROD-SZENT MARTON >, S[ZEN|T MIKLOS <SCENT MIKLOS>, S[ZEN]T
PETER <HOMOROD-SZENT PETER>, <SZESZARMA >, SZIMONTELKE <SIMONTELKE>, SZITAS KERESZ-

TUR, SZOMBATTELKE, SZOTELKE <SOTELKE>, SZOTZ BANYITZA <SZASZ-BANITZA>, TEKE <TEKEN-

DORFF>, TOHAT (County of Solnocul Interior), TOHAT (County of Alba de Jos; map only, two salt

springs), TOR[PENY] <TREPPEN>, UDVARHELLY, VAJOLA <WOJOLA>, VET <WETS>, VINDA <WAAD>,

<VIRAGOSBEREK >, ZEREDFADA <SZERETFALVA>.

6. Conclusions

The identification of the present correspondents of toponyms in Fichtel’s map represents a material avail-
able for the research of the history of salt exploitation on the territory of Romania, especially for the
Transylvania region. A monograph dedicated to the history of salt mines in the modern era of Moldavia
was elaborated by Vitcu (1987). The exploitation of salt in Transylvania offers a much richer history, one
of the necessary steps being this specific equation of the nomenclature during the Hungarian administra-
tion with the present one. The aim of the present study did not include the explanation of certain versions
thatare not simple graphic deformations such as, for instance, the variation Zergovista/ Tergovist, where —a
is the feminine definite article representing the gender agreement with cezate “citadel’, or the Hungarian
semi-calque Orosz-Borgo and the transliteration Rusz-Borgo. Localizations on Fichtel’s map (elaborated
in collaboration with Carl Gabriel Wappler) have a high degree of accuracy for the time when the map
was conceived. The positioning of only three localities is visibly misplaced: Szeplak (misplaced towards
the East), Ovaszfala (misplaced towards the South-East), and Sepzer (misplaced towards the North-East).
Appendix A represents the area of Transylvania on Fichtel's map. Mibalika was identified with Ocrna Mihai
“Mihai Salt Mine”, according to its position on the map.
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Appendix A.

Figure A.1: Section of Fichtel's map (PLAN der andeiitet, wie der Unterirrdische-Salz-Stok, von der Wallachey angefangen,
durch die Wallachey Moldau, Siebenbiirgen, Hungarn und Pohlen, bis nach Vieliczka und Pochnia in Pohlen und bis Sowar
in Hungarn lingst der Karpatischen Gebiirge fort streichet).



	A brief history
	Fichtel's map
	Observations regarding the toponyms
	Repertoire of the toponyms with their present correspondents
	Salt mines, sedimentary deposits of salt and salt springs
	Conclusions
	Bibliography
	A. References
	B. Sources

	

