TOPONYMS OF DOLJ COUNTY

Loredana POPESCU(MA student)
University of Craiova

Abstract

The analysis of Dolj county toponyms concerns ttnactire, the behaviour of
entopics, as well as homonymy. The grammaticalcsgarticles, plural forms) and the
origin of certain toponyms are important for thedst of the Romanian language and for
marking foreign influences in the south of the d¢ounThe comments on the social
characteristics of ethnonyms highlight the docuamgnialue of Dolj county toponyms.
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Résumé

Par I'analyse de la structure des toponymes de @wola mis en évidence la
composition, la dérivation avec des suffixes, I'mmymie, les entopiques, la graphie.
Les observations relatives aux caractéristiquesialesc des ethnonymes sont
importantes pour la valeur documentaire des topesyde Dolj. Dans le cadre des
composes, le plus grand nombre d’occurrences éshuléar les toponymes formés
des substantifs et d'adjectifs. Les aspects graimnaet (I'articulation, les formes de
pluriel) et l'origine de certains toponymes sontpartants pour étudier la langue
roumaine et pour marquer les influences étrangaredud du pays.

Mots-clés structure toponymecomposgdérivé entopique

The research of toponyms from various angles iomapt for the history and
evolution of the Romanian language, for acquiriettdr knowledge of its vocabulary
and etymology. It equally involves the relationsliptween literary language and
popular language, dialects. lorgu lordan mentidresfact that “the place names of a
certain region can be structured from differentndpmints, according to the
preoccupations of the one researching them. Thetleycome into being, as well as
the role they play in the life of a people are mal interest to geographers, historians,
ethnologists and linguists” Several linguists have been concerned with topyry
related issues: lorgu lordan, Al. Graur, loditr@, lon Toma, llie Dah

Toponyms are differentiated according to seveiigria:

1. according to their structure — simple toponyBesarabj Balta, Barca Bechet
Bechet(Orode), Beharca Bogea Brandya, Breasta Bujor, Busy Calafat Calopir,
Carpen Catane Carna Celary Cetate Chiasu, Ciutura, Corny Coty Criva, Desa
Diosti, Frasin, Gabruy Gaia, Ghighera Giubega Gogagu, Goicea Goleri, Hunig
Izvoare Izvor, Jiul, Lazy Langa Lsesile, Ley Livezi Marza Masna, Motoci Murta,
Nedeia Nisipuri, Ocolng Ohaba Palilula, Poienile Prapor, Preajba Puuri, Rast Salcig
Sirata, Schity SecySegarcegSopot Teas¢ Teiu Unirea, Vela Zinoaga Zival'.

! lordan, 1963, p. 104,

2 See Bibliography.

3 See Bolocan§odolescu-Silvestru, Burci, Toma, 2009, I, p. 55, 29, 152, 166, 178, 191, 287,
301, 310, 336; I, p. 11, 12, 31, 75, 87, 102, 350, 355.
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Some are homonyms of common namBsindwa, Bujor, Cetate Ciutura,
Cornu, Cotuy Frasin, Izvor, Leu Prapor, Unirea

Morphologically, they have a plural fornBasarabj Catane Diosti, Goleni,
Izvoare Lesile, Livezi Motoci, Nisipuri, Puuri.

The article is marked in the following exampl8gilta, Barca Beharca Bogea
Breasta Carng Criva, Desa Gaia, Ghighera Giubega Goicea Hunia, Langa
Marza, Mosna, Murta, Nedeia Ocolna Ohabg Palilula, Poienile Preajba Salcig
Sirata, SegarceaVela Zinoaga

The article is not marked irBusy Celary Chiasu, Gabru Goggu, Lazu
Schity Secu Teiu

2. Toponyms derived with the suffbas: Talpas; -an Carstovanj -ean
Bourenj Campeni Casereni Casoveni, Ghindeni, Italieni, Jieni, Magneni, Ostroven;
Rasieni, Spinenj Ungurenj Valeni; -et Faget Prunet -ar: Podari -ai: Afumai; -
oaia Argetoaig Dragoaia Pietroaig Ursoaig -oi: Barboi; -eanu Bobeanu -at
Caciulaty; -ui: Cetiruia; -esti: Albesti, Bradesti, Caciulesti, Calinesti, Cernitesti,
Dragotesti, Floresti, Garlesti, Mogaoesti, Negosti, Pieleti, Pometgti, Popeti,
Roméngti, Tatomirati, Urecheti, Velsgti; -easa Popeasa -an Gropanele -ire:
Infrasirea; -ura Intorsura

Toponyms derived with diminutive suffixesagsi): Cioroiasi, Murgagsi; -el:
Almgjel, Stefanel, Giorocel -ele Cioainele Féanténele -ei. Calugarei, Carligei,
Motarei, Puinei; -ice Cominiceg -icior: Bucovicior -ira: Cornira, Giurgira,
Gogaira, Urdira; -ef: Pisculg, Busuleu; -isoara: Viisoara, -sor: Plopsor, Lungor; -
ura: Silcura. Some derived toponyms describe the form or outwapect of the place:
Carligei (< cérligi), Ostrovenj Pisculg. Some others evoke the nature of the land
belonging to that locality or its vicinityBradesti, Calinesti, Cornita, Faget, Plopsor,
Prunet Silcura. Adancata(it comes fromAdang, Albesti (derived fromAlba) show a
characteristic of the place.

The following toponyms show a property relatioBaciulatu, Ceaciulatesti,
Mogsneni the inhabitants’ occupationsioreni (moaw: ‘mill > moren), Podari (the
persons who levy the tax for crossing a bridgeg; toponymsCalugarei (cf. calugar
‘monk’), Popeasa Popeati (cf. popz ‘priest > Popa make reference to the
representatives of the Church.

Cominicea (cf. Cuman), Italieni, Ungureni are ethnonyms;psychological
toponyms: Afumai, Puinei. Morphologically, Calinesti, Negoeti, Roméangti are
social toponyms with the plural form iasti or eni; different suffixes are added to the
same base to forn€aciulatu, Caciulatesi, Dragoaia, Dragotesti, PopeasaPopaeti.

3. Compound toponyms, with different structures:

a) noun (N) + noun (appositionRotasesti Paia, Castrele TraianeDomnu Tudar
Horezu PoienariMardrei Gara Plopu Amarati, Rasnicu OghiarViisoara Magneni

b) noun + adjectiveApele Vij Balta Verde Bistregu Nou Bradestii Batrani,
Catanele Nai Cioroiu Noy Ciupercenii Nogj Ciupercenii Vechi Galicea Mare
Georocu MareLacrira Mare Ldacrita Mica, Malu Mare Piscu LungPiscu Nou Piscu
Vechj Poiana Mare Predatii Mici, R&nicul Batran, Tunarii Noi Tunarii Vechj
Ungurenii Mici, Urzica Mare Valea Mare

Within these constructions, one can notice thegoageto which adjectives
belong. Thus, there are adjectives indicating ptgp@nic ‘small’, mare‘large’, nou
‘new’, vechi‘old’, batran ‘old’, lung‘long’): Lacrifa Mica, Lacrira Mare Ciupercenii
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Noi, Ciupercenii VechiPiscu LungThese adjectives have different occurrenoeese
has 7 occurrencesiou has 6,mic has 3 occurrencesThe adjectiveverde ‘green’,
accompanying the toponyBualtais a chromatic epithet.

¢) noun + noun (G)Gura Racului Gura Vaii Piscu SadoveiPoiana Fantanii
Silistea Crucij Valea Fantaniloy Valea LunguluiValea Stanciulu{old, popular genitive
with the article in a post-positionyalea lui Ritru (a genitive in its literary form).

d) noun + the prepositionle + noun in the accusativé’reajba de Edure
Seaca de Camjseaca de #&lure, Smadovicioara de Seclieascu de Deal

e) noun + noun (G) + the prepositiode + adverb (with concatenated
determinations)Valea Muierii de Jos

f) nouns + the prepositiode + adverb:Amirdastii de Jos Amurastii de Sus
Balota de JosBalota de SusBodiiestii de Sus Leamna de JgsLeamna de Sus
Lipovu de JosMarotinu de JosMarotinu de SusMacesu de Jos Macesu de Sus
Preajba de Jos Racarii de Jos Racarii de Sus Rachita de Jos Rachita de Sus
Rohinesti de JosRohinesti de SusSimnicu de JosSimnicu de Sys/arvoru de Jos

The distinction is made by an adverb preceded ky pitepositionde in pair
toponyms:Anmrastii, Balota Leamna Marotinu, Macesu, Racarii, Rachita, Robangti,
Simnicul.

Toponymy is therefore important for the study df thistory and language of a
people. The toponyms under analysis illustrate fdaures of the dialect of Dol
county, in the region of Oltenia.

Onomasiological classification: of a total of 2Xpaonyms, the noualeais
predominant with six occurrence¥alea Fantanilor Valea Lungului Valea Mare
Valea Muierii de JosValea StanciulyiValea lui Ritru), Piscuwith four occurrences
(Piscu Lung Piscu Nou Piscu SadoveiPiscu Vecl)i Richita with two occurrences
(Rachita de JosRichita de Sus

The distinction between homonymous toponyms, namfiesllages, by adding
common names, is rar€etisuia (Cioroiagi), Cetiruia (Veld).

Given the vicinity influences, the following topang are of Slavic origin:
Breasta(< brestz, ‘elm’ ulm), Calinesti (< Kalin a person’s name);ernitesti, Lazu
The toponymgGabru (< Gaber ‘hornbeam’),Hunia (< Hunija ‘funnel’), Bucovicior
Ciocinele are of Bulgarian originthere are fewer toponyms of Hungarian origin:
Almgjel (< alma‘apple’).
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