PREDICATIVE SUBORDINATE CLAUSE
IN OLD ROMANIAN

Mihaela GAITANARU
University of Pitesti

Abstract: By a wide range of examples, the present paper focuses on the complex
configuration of predicative subordinate clause, researching how it has been formed
diachronically and its structural algorithm.
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1. Copula verbs in Old Romanian have a less extended occurrence in
sentences. As their number is also less, it can be inferred that “predicative subordinates
occurrence is much more reduced in all the texts, disregarding the region they represent,
because the relation between copula verb and predicative is manifest more often at
sentence level than at complex sentence level” (FRANCU, 2009: 208).

The present research challenge consists in identifying the three types of
predicative clause: a. the normal context, without exceptions, restrictions, conditioning
(Maria a devenit ce si-a propus); b. the abstract context, where the copula verb relates
to a subject expressed by an abstract noun (Problema este ca /dacd, unde, cand, cum,
care, cine.../ pleacd); c. the context with a minimal main clause (Ce mda mird e ca a
plecat; Daca vine inseamnd cd are un interes).

The diachronic studies of syntax, including nowadays studies, operate with the
general distinction between relative predicative and conjunctional ones, without trying
to notice the evolution stage of predicative structural complex.

2. We must point out that the representative studies in diachronic syntax do not
take into account that many of the connective expressions (cel care, cel ce, asa cum, asa
precum...) are dissociable according to present standards, as they have been before. So,
many examples indicate other types of subordinate clauses (attributive, manner): Sdnt
ceia ce nu strang avutie...; lar cei ce aduc roduri de treizeci sunt cei ce dau den avutia
lor o a treia parte saracilor...; Om bun vei fi din ceia ce vand lucrure (apud AVRAM,
2007: 228); calugar este cela ce-si noiaste totdeauna firea si are pururi socotintd
neadormitd tuturor simturilor (apud FRANCU, 2009: 207); Glasnicile sunt cele ce prin
sine dau glas (Idem, p. 379).

Relating to the adverbial clause of manner, it is specified: “compare to the
expression aga precum whose unity is disputable: Domnul dard ingrozindu-se de
cuvinte ca acestea a unui arhiereu, ce l-au crezut ca vor fi asa precum zice, au mers”
(AVRAM, 2007: 229). That unity is not disputable because it does not exist and that
sample of text does not range in the predicative class.

3. The three structural types of predicative clause do not occur with equal
frequency in contemporary Romanian: the first context is very frequent; the abstract
context, more modern, though with a reduced frequency, has been taken over by
functional styles; the context with a minimal main clause consists of two syntactical
patterns which imply a more complex semantic structure (an equivalence and a logical
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deduction). The old texts, even the original ones, show the influence of syntax in the
support-texts, so the patterns formed later.

Like in contemporary Romanian, “the most frequently used copula verb is fo
be; it occurs in every mood and tense” (AVRAM, 2007: 46).

It presents both the predicative value (Semnu dara iaste, dupa zisa aceluia...
ITR: 180) and the very frequent impersonal value which renders it the position of head
of subject subordinate clause that is sometimes taken for a predicative clause:...
necunoscand marirea ce era sd vie dintru ocara patimilor...;...bundtatea sa aseamand
focului si iaste sa meargad sus, ... era sa caza (ID: 9, 49, 74).

The value of copula verb is the most frequent as well as the variety of the
connectors. The simple unspecific conjunction sa holds the first position. Ca is usually
used in the abstract context: Si ceale ce socotiia a fi ca sunt de stricdaciune tarii nu ldsa
nici intr-un chip sa se faca (apud AVRAM, 2007: 228); Si acea frumosete luminata ca
a soarelui iaste sa-g piarza lumina si podoaba si sa se faca scaun sau sa zic mai chiar
cuib intunecatilor draci; Cdci puterea imparatilor si a domnilor iaste sa prefaca si sa
intoarca vointa poporului (ID: 51, 88); Numai cd asa a fost randuiala lui Dumnezeu sd
fie (ITR: 196).

The conjunction de is quite frequent: Ca numai singurd dreptatea iaste de-i
face cinstit la norod (ID: 86); Mearse cu ei §i §i vinerd in Nazaret §i era de se cuceriia
lor; A mea mdncare iaste de sa fac voia celuia ce m-au tremes si sa sfarsesc lucrul lui
(apud AVRAM, 2007: 228).

In the abstract context the connectors cd, cdci, cdci cd...occur frequently: Si
pricina iaste cd, cine are ascultare acela are impreund si toate darile si n toate
bunatatile; Si pricina iaste pentru cdci puteria a lega si a dezlega nu o au fericitii in
ceriu, ci o au preotii, oamenii pre pamant; A patra pricind pentru care a luat Dumnezeu
spre sine firea omeneascd, iar nu cea ingereascd iastre cdci ca ingerul era mai de
cinste decat omul (ID: 151, 168, 124 ).

The specific of the abstract context consists in the fact that it allows all the
connector types (leaving apart the specialized ones), so the relative pronouns and
adverbs, too (even the adverbs where and when which, in other contexts, cancel the
copula verb value). These exceptions do not occur in the texts which have been studied
so far.

The copula verb to be also selects relative connectors (cum, precum, dupd
cum...): Ci poate fi cum zice gi Carion in cronica lui; Au macara alta pricind fie cum
le-au zis, iar ei tot asa sant (ITR: . 162, 175); Nu-i cum au scris; Tdlcul nu iaste dupa
cum iaste fiestecine (VR: 133); E sveatul voiniciloru fi cum se uciga fuglii (CV: 164).

The adverb how occurs with an archaic variant even related to the texts
themselves: Sa fie ca e prahul; fi-va ca e arburele (PH, I: 56).

The other copula verbs occur especially at the sentence level, in the group
which forms the complex predicate with a copula verbal operator: Hainele lui sa facura
albe ca lumina (ID: 74); s-au facut §i eale puternice; sa numesc numai cu numele
crestini (ITR: 160); iar cei ce catra miazazi si catra Transelvania (care Ardealul se
chiama), Valahia sa numeiaste; ...au ramas lucrurile asa lasate (ITR: 162); patopul
acela insemna sfantul botez, iar noi ne tinem mai mari i mai vrednici (ID: 91).

Many of these are also to be found in complex sentences structures, selecting
conjunctional or relative connectors.

The verb to seem, when it is not impersonal (as head of a subject clause)
groups many times with the conjunction ca: Si ca acestea multe povestesc... macara ca-
mi par ca multe nu-s adevarate (ITR: 181); dara aceasta ce iaste, de care ne-am ras §i
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ne-am bdatut gioc si ne-au parut ca samt fard de mente si nebunii si viiata lor fard
intelepciune si svarsitul lor fara de cinste (apud VC: 285); Elu ld parea ca in besearecad
l-au dusu Pavelu (CV: 285).

The same behavior as heads can be noticed with verbs such as ca a ajunge (Nu
ajunge cunostinta omeneasca sa le priceapd, nici mintea ingereascd sa le cuprinzd,
Ajungad sa stie cum ca pdcatul iaste moartea sufletului- ID: 150; 141), a face pe
(Fatarnici 1i numeste cdci sd arata cu insaldciuni si sa fac pre sine cum cd sunt sfinti §i
drepti- ID: 175), a se ardta (Intr-o clipa de ceas s-au ardtat precum era ID: 175, 150).

4. These examples that have been excerpted may prove that the predicative
clause had a complex structure in Old Romanian and many elements which belonged to
the dominant standard are quite often present there.
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