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Abstract: If, during a previous research, the author identified 22 terms defining
names of taxes applied in the medieval state of Moldova (Eastern side of present day
Romania), for the period 1763-1826, in the present paper, she enumerates 28 terms de-
fining public positions. The present research is based on documents issued by the Mol-
davian Chancellery in the period 1763-1784 (I volume), to be completed later on. Its
final aim is the publishing of a dictionary with Romanian medieval terms of public finance.
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1. Introduction

Recently we have identified’, using the collection of documents Sd-
mile Vistieriei Moldovei, 22 terms defining the names of taxes which the
tax payer from that Romanian province paid the state during the second
half of the 18" century and the beginning of the 19" century, with the
mentioning that it is highly possible, during further research, to encounter
other names of taxes, besides the ones already mentioned.

In the present paper we tried the identification of the names of pu-
blic positions and, for the moment, the research was possible only for the
first volume of Samile Vistieriei..., more precisely for the period 1763-

' Termeni din domeniul finantelor publice in «Samile Vistieriei Tarii Moldovei.
(1763-1826)». Partea 1: Nume de impozite, comunicare la Colocviul International de
Stiinte ale Limbajului ,,Eugeniu Coseriu”, editia a XIlI-a: Dinamica limbilor si literatu-
rilor in epoca globalizarii (16-18 octombrie 2015), published in Limbaje §i comunicare,
vol. XIII, partea I, Casa Editoriala Demiurg, lasi, 2015, pp.139-144.
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1784, further research being continued shortly afterwards.

For the moment, we have identified 28 terms which define the
names of some public positions at the Moldavian Court, from the third
quarter of the 18" century, which in the given period encounter phonetic
variations. We have tried explaining the meaning of each one of them
with reference to Dictionarul explicativ al limbii romdne, edited by the
Romanian Academy (Bucuresti, Univers Enciclopedic Gold), 2009 edi-
tion, and to the Dictionarul explicativ al limbei romdne by Lazar Saineanu
(Sth edition, Bucuresti, 1938).

1. Aga (pl. agi) < turc. aga = capetenie; Saineanu, p. 12: 1) ge-
neralul dorobantilor si al intregei infanterii, dregétorie infiintata in
Moldova de Alexandru cel Bun; 2) boierie paimanteana introdusa de
turci si insdrcinatd cu privigherea sigurantei publice; 3) (in timpul
din urma) prefect de politie; DEX: 1) ofiter (comandant) din armata
otomana; 2. titlu dat comandantului pedestrilor insarcinati cu paza
orasului de resedinta, iar ulterior sefului Agiei (Sami, passim).

2. Aprod (pl. aprozi) < magh. aprod = paj, ucenic; 1) dregétor
al curtii domnesti din Moldova si Tara Romaneasca, cu atribuii (ad-
ministrative, fiscale, juridice) variate; 2) fecior de boier care slujea
la curtea domneasca; 3) slujbas care pazea salile si introducea pu-
blicul in unele institutii; Sdineanu, p. 31: curtean care slujea la Di-
vanul domnesc, ducea poruncile Domnului pe la boieri si implinea
datoriile (< ung. aprod = paj, apro = mic) (Sami, passim).

3. Armas (pl. armasi) < arma + suf. -ag; 1) dregator domnesc,
care, in Moldova, era insarcinat cu paza temnitelor i indeplinirea
executiilor, iar In Tara Romaneasca avea in grija artileria ostirii si
tiganii domnesti; 2) joc de copii [...]; Sdineanu, p. 36: rang boieresc,
comandantul artileriei si executorul sentintelor capitale; de el de-
pindea(u) inchisorile, caldii (origine necunoscutd), (Sami, passim).

4. Ban(u) (pl. bani) < magh. ban, sb. ban; 1) titlu purtat de
dregatorul delegat de domn la guvernarea Olteniei; (si mare ban)
primul demnitar in ierarhia dregatorilor; Saineanu, p. 52: 1) rang
inferior, venind ierarhiceste dupa paharnic (< ung. ban, persa ban =
stdpan, a dobandit in limbile slave sensul de guvernator, cu care
trecu 1n turcd, sarba, maghiard si romand) (Sami, passim); fem. Ba-
nasa $i baneasa (Sami, passim).

5. Besl(i)aga (pl. beslegi) <tc. besli agasi; capitan de beslii (sg.
besliu), soldati de cavalerie, care faceau serviciu de curierat dom-
nesc sau de jandarm; Sdineanu, p. 62: capitan de beslii, cate unul 1n
fiecare judet, iar la Bucuresti si la lasi, cate un bag-besli-aga (< tc.

118

BDD-A22448 © 2015 Editura Universititii din Suceava
Provided by Diacronia.ro for IP 216.73.216.139 (2026-03-01 10:32:24 UTC)



Cristina Ionitd — Terms from the public finance field in Samile Vistieriei Moldovei...

besli agasy); beslii = 1) cavalerie usoara la turci; 2) (in Moldova):
corp de calareti fruntasi compusi din turci sau tatari, care faceau
serviciul de curieri; 3) dupd Zavera, ostasi turci lasati in tard pentru
mentinerea ordinii (Sami, passim).

6. Bulucbas (pl. buluchasi) < tc. boliik 2) unitate militara tac-
ticd avand aproximativ efectivul unei companii; comandant de bu-
luc; Saineanu, p. 84: bulubasa = capitanul unui buluc (= companie
de soldati; < tc. buluk = corp de trupe) de arnduti; basbulubasa = seful
garzii domnesti (din tc. Buluk basy, romana veche bulucbasa); Bas
bul(uc)bas din Curt(e).

7. Camaras(u): camaras (pl. camarasi): 1) slujbas care avea in
grijd odaile domnului, in special cdmara domneasca; 2) intendent la
0 manastire; Sdineanu, p. 95: camaras = 1) slujitor al camarei; 2)
tezaurarul particular al domnului sau sambelanul Curtii (< gr. mod.
kamara = lat. camera). Sami, 1: ~ de izvoadi/izvoade — posibil veche
denumire pentru secretar domnesc, ce avea in grijd actele personale,
corespondenta, domnului.

8. Caminar(iu) (pl. caminari) < sl. + suf. —ar — slujitor Tnsar-
cinat cu perceperea unor dari (la inceput numai pe vanzarea cerii);
camana — ,,dare anuald asupra bauturilor alcoolice”; Saineanu, p.
96: mare boier insdrcinat cu strangerea caminei (camina = dare anu-
ala pe bauturi spirtoase; < sl. kameni).

9. Capichehaie — capuchehaie — reprezentant sau agent diplo-
matic al domnilor la Poarta Otomanad; Saineanu, p. 103: capuche-
haia = agentul diplomatic al domnilor la Constantinopole (< tc. Ka-
pukehayasy, kehaya = stapanul caset).

10. Condicar (pl. condicari) — persoana care scria sau avea in
pastrare condicile; arhivar; condica + suf. —ar; Saineanu, p. 156: ar-
hivar (< ngr. kodik); (condicar de lefi, Sami, 1: 267, 272; condi-
car(w)lui ce treci cartile ce sa scriu de la vist(ie)rii la condica,
Sami, 1, p. 268; condicariului de temnit(a), Sami, 1, 270).

11. Diac (pl. dieci) — scriitor de cancelaria domneasca (sic !) si
slujbas al vistieriei [...]; gramatic, uricar; Saineanu, p. 207: scriitor
de cancelarie, logofat (diac de vistierie si diecii de divan, passim) (<
sl. dijaku).

12. Hatman (pl. hatmani) < pol. hetman; 1. boier de divan in
Moldova, care era insarcinat de domn cu comanda intregii ostiri,
avand 1n acelasi timp si functia de parcalab si portar al Sucevei;
Saineanu, p. 293: comandantul general al armatei moldovene (< pol.
Hetman, germ. Hauptmann); fem. hatmaneasa.

13. Ispravnic (pl. ispravnici) < bg. izpravnik, rus. ispravnik; dregator
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care aducea la Indeplinire o poruncd domneascd sau (mai tarziu)
care conducea, ca reprezentant al domnului, un judet sau un tinut;
Séineanu, p. 344 prefect (< sl. ispravinieu); fem. ispravniceasa. Sami,
I: de aprozi/de armas(i)/de copii:

14. Izbas(a) (pl. izbasi): origine necunoscutd; nu este explicat in
DEX; Saineanu nu-1 mentioneaza; secretarul Curtii si al Marelui Divan,
insarcinat cu grija corespondentei (origine neexplicatd) (https://dex-
online.ro/definitie/ izba%C8%99) (Sami, 1, 16);

15. Logofat (pl. logofeti): ngr. logothetis; mare dregator, membru
al Sfatului domnesc; mare ~: intdiul boier din divan, care conducea
Cancelaria domneasca si, in lipsa domnului sau a mitropolitului,
prezida Divanul; in Tara Roméaneasca, urma dupa ban; Saineanu, p.
369 1) intdiul boier, prezident al Divanului, intocmia documentele
si era mai marele peste ispravnici; 2) ministrul, mai ales de justitie;
3) secretar domnesc; 4) secretar, copist; 5) (de divan) scriitor de do-
cumente (logofat de vistierie, Sami, 1, passim; logofat de taina (Sami,
I, 422); fem. logofeteasa.

16. Mazil (pl. mazili): tc. mazul; 4) persoana insarcinatd cu stran-
gerea birurilor; Sdineanu, p. 391: un fel de vatasei (= functionar de
rang inferior) in slujba boierilor, platiti din banii birului (< tc. mazul
= destituit).

17. Mehtupciu (pl. mehtupcii): tc. mektupgu; functionar intr-o
cancelarie domneasca; Sdineanu nu-1 mentioneaza.

18. Parcalab (pl. pdrcalabi) < magh. porkolab; 1) titlu dat [...]
persoanelor Insarcinate cu conducerea unui judet, a unui tinut, a unei
cetati, avand atributii militare, administrative si judecatoresti; 2) ad-
ministrator al satelor boieresti $1 mandstiresti; strangdtor de biruri,
perceptor rural; 3) (reg.) comandant al unei inchisori, temnicer; Sa-
ineanu, p. 463: boier mai mare peste un judet (Hotin, Neamt, Roman,
Suceava, Radauti), capitan si judecatorul sau.

19. Pisar (pl. pisari) <sl. pisari, pol. pisarz; secretar (domnesc),
gramatic, diac; Saineanu, p. 483: pisar = logofat, scriitor de cance-
larie (Sami, 1: 271-272, 396).

20. Postelnic (pl. postelnici) < sl. posteilniku; 1) titlu dat unui
mare boier, membru al Sfatului domnesc, care avea 1n grija camera
de dormit a domnului §1 care, mai tarziu, organiza audientele la
domn; (~ al doilea, ~ al treilea); 2) ministru de Externe (in perioada
regulamentara); 3) titlu dat unui boier de tard cu atributii adminis-
trative; Sdineanu, p. 499-500: 1) maresalul Curtii insarcinat cu paza
camerei de dormit a domnului si care introducea la audiente, unul
din cei sase mari boieri de divan; 2) ministrul afacerilor strdine sub
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fanarioti (< sl. postelia, pat); fem. Postelniceasa.

21. Sames (pl. samesi): s. sama + suf. —as (sama = recensamant
efectuat de domnie pentru fixarea birului; dare in bani care ingloba
toate obligatiile financiare ale birnicilor); dregator Insdrcinat cu stran-
gerea samei; administrator sau logofat de mosie; Sdineanu, p. 562
(casier; DEX online: functionar administrativ indeplinind functia de
casier §i strangator de biruri (< ung. szam = numdr, socoteald).

22. Sacritar — inv. secretar; (Sami, 1. 267, 272, 393; sacritari,
Sami, 1, 431).

23. Uricar (pl. uricari) < magh. orék + suf. -ar; persoana insar-
cinata sa redacteze urice; logofat; pisar; Sdineanu, p. 681: scriitor de
urice (uric = 1) donatie de mosie facutd de domn particularilor sau
manastirilor; 2) hrisov, document vechi; din ung. érék = perpetu-
itate) (Sami, vol. 1, 109);

24. Vames (pl. vamesi) < magh. vamos; dregator care avea fun-
ctia de a incasa veniturile vamii; Sdineanu, p. 686 vamegie =
perceperea vamii (< ung. vdm). In Sami, 1, forme ca: Vamasal, V-
masel, Vamesoai.

25. Vataf (pl. vatafi) < urc. vataha, pol. wataha, bg. vatah; 1)
supraveghetor al slugilor...; 2) conducétor al unui anumit grup de
curteni, de slujbasi sau de osteni ai domniei; ~ divanului, ~ de agie,
~ de plasa, ~ de plai etc.; Saineanu, p. 690: 1) mai mare peste; 2)
ingrijitor de curte domneasca sau de mosie boiereasca; 3) subprefect
de plai; (< pol. wataha); Sami, I, passim: vataf de aprozi.

26. Vistiernic (pl. vistiernici) < lat. vestiarius; titlu dat marelui
dregator care avea In grija tezaurul tarii, repartizarea si incasarea
darilor; Saineanu, p. 699: marele tezaurar, ministru de finante, mai
mare peste toti diecii de vistierie, avand in sarcina sa izvodul tarii,
adunand darile si tributul pentru Poarta (< sl. vistilari(niku) = mai
marele vistieriei) (Sami, passim); fem. vestierniceasa (Sami, 1, 423).

27. Vornic (pl. vornici) < sl. dvorninikii; mare dregator din Sfatul
domnesc, insdrcinat cu supravegherea Curtii, conducerea treburilor
interne ale tdrii, avand si atributii judecdtoresti; mare ~, ~ in Tara
de Jos/ Tara de Sus; 2) reprezentant al domniei in orase cu atributii
judecatoresti; functionar In administratia comunelor rurale [...]; Sa-
ineanu, p. 702: 1) guvernatorul sau judecatorul Moldovei inferioare
si superioare; 2) vornic de poarta = dregatori, In numar de 12, care
sedeau in poarta palatului si judecau procesele marunte; 3) (la Bo-
tosani) judecatorul urban, numit i parcalab; 4) ministru de interne;
5) primar de sat (< sl. dvorinikii = mai marele Curtii, dvoru = curte,
palat); fem. vorniceasa (Sami, passim).
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28. Zlotas (pl. zlotasi) < pol. zloty = moneda medievala, din aur
sau argint; slujbas insdrcinat cu strangerea impozitelor; Saineanu
mentioneaza (p. 710) doar zlot = 1) fiorin din aur; 2) moneda veche
de argint in valoare de 30 parale (< pl. zloty, zloro = aur); (Sami,
passim).

Conclusions

Besides the terms mentioned above, to which, for sure, more will be
added in the following period, in the first volume of Sami..., we have
mentioned two occupations: slujba mucarerului, which, most certainly,
was assigned to a clerk in charge with the collection of the taxes required
for the renewal of the firman, and slujba usurului (Sami, 1, 19). Lazar
Saineanu (p. 683) explains the term usur as the one referring to the tax on
agricultural products paid by the Tartars established in Moldova (< tc.
ustir = dijma). Besides these public functions, we notice a category of pu-
blic clerks, named strdngdtori de dajdile, whose professional obligation
was also the collection of taxes.

Looking backwards at the system of public functions in Moldova,
we observe that at an early stage it is difficult to distinguish between the
nobleman’s rank (hatman, logofat, postelnic) and the financial obligation
imposed by the position in the state (dregatorie). At some point, these
even blend, going so far as to be confused, but towards the modern period,
the financial and economic aspect eventually helps the differentiation.

On the other hand, in Sami..., we also notice a frequent use of the
feminine version of the public function, which is occupied exclusively by
males. This is not to be considered as a way the wife “inherited” the fun-
ction, but rather a way of identifying the specific person, and we have
examples such as:

- banasa and baneasa (from ban);

- hatmaneasa (from hatman);

- ispravniceasa (from ispravnic);

- logofeteasa (from logofat);

- postelniceasa (from postelnic);

- vistierniceasa (from vistiernic);

- vorniceasa (from vornic) etc.

Among the names of public functions identified, some aim at the
public order of the state (aga, armas, bas, bul(uc)bas, besliaga, hatman),
the future modern police.

Other functions are administrative functions (aprod, ban, isprav-
nic, mazil, parcalab, vataf, vornic), others aim the legislative area (pdr-
calab, vornic, giudecator) or tax/financial area (camaras, caminar(iu),
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sames, slujba mucarerului, slujba usurului, strangatori de dajdile, vames,
vistiernic, zlotag), while others, more numerous, aim at the ruler’s Chan-
cellery, which issued and preserved documents (logofat, condicar, diac,
izbas, mehtupciu, pisar, sacritar, uricar). This last category seems to have
its own hierarchy and deserves a more thorough research. Also, for the
moment only two diplomatic functions are encountered (capichehaie,
postelnic).

From the point of view of the origin, we have:

- 7 public functions from the Slavic (caminar, diac, ispravnic, pisar,
postelnic, vistiernic, vornic);

- 6 public functions from the Turkish (aga, bul(uc)bas, besliaga,
capichehaie, mazil, mehtupciu);

- 6 from the Hungarian (aprod, ban, parcalab, sames, uricar, vames);

- 3 from the Polish (hatman, vataf, zlotas);

- 3 from the (Neo)-Greek (camarasg, condicar, logofat);

- 2 from Latin (armas < lat. armare, secretar < lat. secretus).

Another general aspect resulting from the study of the documents
issued by the Moldavian ruler’s Chancellery is the terminology linked to
the hierarchization of the public functions, which, for the moment, seems
to accumulate terms from the Slavic, Turkish or Bulgarian language: bas
(= de frunte, cel dintai, din tc. bas), basa (= sef, din tc. basy), biv (= fost,
din sl. bivii = fost), vel (= mare; din sl. veli), vtorii (= al doilea, din bg.
vtori).

The article quoted at the beginning, as well as the present pages, can
be considered a modest attempt at opening the research channels for the
publishing of a dictionary on public functions in the Moldavian state at
the stage of Eassing from the Middle Ages into the Modern Age (18"
century — 19™ century), for the finality of which there is still a long and
difficult to cover road.
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