ELEMENTS OF A JOURNALISTIC STYLE
IN THE ROMANIAN RELIGIOUS PRESS OF THE 1§' CENTURY
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Abstract: The existence of a journalistic functional stylesi#fl a controversy amongst
the theorists of the Romanian language. Still mainthem identify certain features that lead to
the conclusion that such a concept has a reflediiothe reality of the mass-media. Gheorghe
Bolocan found 70.000 terms used in the languagheoRomanian press and a preponderance of
the noun; Paula Diaconescu talks about a compofitguistic structure and linguistic
stereotypes; Al. Andriescu reveals a preferencenémiogisms and a certain redundancy in using
words from the same semantic field, a concisioménuse of language and some unique features
given by the extra linguistic (communicational) toa. The theorists agree on some individual
features of the language of the press: clarity,aision, credibility.

The Romanian press of the XIX century is mainpress of opinion and a magazine
type of press, but it does not completely lacki¢lagures | have mentioned above. By monitoring
the Romanian religious press from this period wietj | have revealed features and elements that
lead to the conclusion that the Church press hadesomipient means of communicating the
message specific to the journalistic style, agaiitstdeclared mission and the specialized
theological language.
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Research premises

The beginning of the Romanian religious press isnected to the apparition
of the first laic generalist gazette€urierul romanesc(Bucureti, 1829), Albina
romaneasé (lasi, 1829) andGazeta de Transilvani@Brasov, 1838). Ten years later,
after the development of the theological educatimtitutions and the emergence of
cultivated clerics in the Orthodox Church, thetfirgligious newspaper is printed in
Buzau, in January, 7, 1839. Namé&fstitorul bisericesc, gazeteligioas: si morald,
this periodic did not have the expected impacthengublic, but in its short existence
(for only one year), this religious periodic magg important moment in the history of
the religious journalism in the Principalities aongens a road to another way of
spreading the word of God.

The first journalists were well aware of the pressssion as a factor of
education amongst the people, as a means of duivand unifying the written
language of all Romanians, as an agent with a igecisle in the development of the
individual as informed and active citizen. “The nmiples contained in the notices
announcing the publishing and in the programmeslagi demonstrate that the first
pages of the Romanian history of the media can Uteupder the sign of a very
responsible view on the press role in the sociébgfta, Popescu, 2013: 723-728).

Similar to the laic newspapers, the religious priead its specific goals in
providing the public with moral and catechetic pijrles and with information from the
Church field. According to those goals, the meahmaking them possible consist in
finding the most proper way to communicate the mgssusing both the old language
of the sacred books and combining it with new témpies specific to the mass-media.
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Questions to answer

Do the religious publications have the same prepations and goals as the
laic press of the XIX century?

What are the differences between the generaliss@ad the religious press, as
a specific type, from this perspective?

Can we talk about a journalist style when it coteethe confessional press?

What are the elements that define the gazettdwinetsearched period of time?

The theoretical approaches

The journalistic style is a complex and disputedaspt in linguistics. Some
researchers do not include it in the typology af flanctional style of the language.
Coteanu states that the language of the presstisjhybrid type, with elements from
both the belletristic style and the scientific st§lCoteanu, 1964: 57). Other linguists
give arguments using linguistic elements, as welegtra linguistic features. Some of
the linguistic components of a so called journalistyle are: the preponderance of the
neologisms from the socio-political field, semaallig meaningless words, pronouns,
numerals, articles, connective words, interjectaiproportion of 50% (Bolocaapud
Visinescu, 2003: 18), the composite linguistic stregstdhe linguistic stereotypes, the
existence, as a subsystem of the journalistic stylea scientific language used to
popularize science (DiaconesapudVisinescu,op.cit: 18). Based on an analysis of the
XIX century Romanian press, Al. Andriescu defines journalistic style as an entity
different from the other functional styles of tlm$juage, having the following features:
large vocabulary, containing neologisms, populamg regional words, old terms,
argotic words; specific images and associationsvofds: a large number of noun-
adjective combinations, the tendency to replace ithplicit superlative with the
explicit, sometimes pleonastic, superlative, the assome stereotypical phrases with
metaphorical value, predictable analogies and rloaoconstructions using repetitions
(Andriescu, 1979: 193).

The extra linguistic elements are: the goal of dmmmunication act, the
intention of the source and the effect on the rewepn the mass communication, the
goal is to transmit current public interest message an audience with a specific
profile. The unaltered messages have to reachubkcpin order to inform it, convince
it or to produce pleasure to it.

Each functional style of the language materializegienders or species. A
journalistic gender as type of discourse can bendéfusing the following criteria: the
type of discourse, the type of scenery and the titgdaf constructing and
communicating the referent; the goal of the commattndon, the pragmatic function and
the macrostructure of the discourse; the degreievafivement of the enunciator; the
compositional structure of the text and the mictauctural organization (Florea -
coordonator, 2011: 29).

Methodology

In the present article, | have analyzed some of akisting XIX century
collections in The Romanian Academy Library andtie local libraries of the
Romanian Orthodox Church. The research clusteragmtgazettes edited by the
Romanian Orthodox Church, the Greek-Catholic Chuagid the Roman-Catholic
Church in Romania. As periodicity, they are eithweekly, monthly or with a twice a
month apparition.
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The researched cluster contains 15 gazeWestitorul Bisericesc(Buzu,
1839-1840)Eho Eclesiastic, gazételigioasi-morali (Bucurssti, 1850-1852)Biserica
Romém, Foaie religioag moraki (Bucureti, 1862-1864, 1871-1872)Qrtodoxul
(Bucurssti, 1880-1886),Biserica Roméa, ziar ecclesiastic(Bucureti, 1883-1884),
Bisericasi scoala, foae religioas si stiinfifica (Pitesti, 1886), Foia bisericesé pentru
predici pre domineci, setibori si tote ocasiunilgGherla, Giulsti, 1894),Preotul, foaie
bisericeasa (lasi, 1861-1866)Predicatorul moralului evanghelicu sau alu umayigi
(lasi, 1864-1865),Foaia oficiaki bisericeasé a Sfintei Mitropolii a Moldoviei(lasi,
1868-1872) Revista Teologit (lasi, 1883-1887) Desteptarea, ziar eclesiastico-literar
(lasi, 1882-1886),Biserica si scoala (Galgi, 1889-1897),Telegraful Romar(Sibiu,
1853-present daysRevista catolicgSatu-Mare, 1885, Baia Mare, 1886-1887, §ise
1891, 1903-1905) ankoi'a basericesca. Organu pentru cultur'a religiosaclerului si
a poporului(Blaj, 1883-1887).

The research is focused on identifying some charigtics in language and
style, that define what theorists name a jourrialistyle and also on identifying the
information articles with the features of journtitisspecies like: news stories, reports,
reportages and portraits.

Results

From a historical perspective, a study of the Ruarareligious press of the
XIX century cannot be assumed without taking intocant that the newspapers are like
a mirror reflecting the events and the realitieshef Church in those times, a period of
profound changes in the life of the Romanian proegand thus in the life of the
congregation and the clerics. The Revolution (1848) Unification of the
Principalities (1859), the events from 1866 and 118&hen Romania becomes a
monarchy, are reflected in the press discourséha period. Because of the strong
connection between the State and the Church, angecn about the future of the
Romanians is more or less commented depending erpéople who finance and
patronize the publishing of the gazettes. Abovg, ttiee Church had its own problems:
in 1865 the Romanian Orthodox Church declared ittoaephaly, followed by
vehement protests from the Ecumenical PatriarchyCohstantinople, who finally
accepted the new status in 1885. These were sothe ofiain themes that appear in the
religious press, although the frequency of therimiative articles is low. The press of
the Church maintained a neutral discourse, focoesepatriotism and the welfare of the
Romanian congregation. Very important themes, lgrdebated were: the development
of the theological institutes and the remuneratibthe clerics.

In the XIX century, the beginning of the Romaniaegs, more than in any
other period of time, “The newspaper is the profield for all kinds of language
innovations, in many case with profound consequere the later evolution of the
literary language in general” (Andriesap.cit: 10). The period is characterized by the
existence of opposite tendencies and ideas abeuatiyuage evolution, that are visible
in the pages of the newspapers and magazines thrargpus aspects: the presence of
new words, borrowed from different foreign langusgeerms in process of searching
for a stable and adequate form, for a proper plomreid grammatical emplacement.
Andriescu considers that the journalistic styléhe Romanian language system can be
more easily identified starting with the year 1&4@l it reaches an almost definite form
after 1860 ipidem 7). At the same time, a phenomenon of the speat&@n of the
press takes place, which determines the presenepetific features in the different
functional language styles and their variables.e @inthe main common ideas stated by

312

BDD-A6009 © 2013 Universitatea din Pitesti
Provided by Diacronia.ro for IP 216.73.216.121 (2026-02-25 01:39:25 UTC)



the literati of that time was the model to followarder to obtain a general language for
all Romanians. That model was the language of tdereligious books. The idea
belongs to Heliade &lulescu, who has often written about this aspetiténcolumns of
Curierul romanescSome of his articles are reproduced by Gheorghelisa Albina
romaneasg. “Our theological language has the same patteenyghere. If we take as
model this sacred and well received language, tterody would ever be in the dark
neither in his own dialect, nor after the foreigmnguages that he knows, and as a
consequence, we will all have the same literaryglage” @pud Andriescu: 60Y)
Actually, Heliade recommended the exclusion ofwagous forms of the same word in
different newspapers by confronting them to the dsoin the books of the Church,
which was already severely tested by the curreamt ldiss conception, expressed even in
the preface of his grammar book published in 1828 famous in his time, especially
because the editor did constantly reminded it ang he had the chance to discuss the
unification of the Romanian language or in his patearticles edited in the columns of
the Walachian gazette. These efforts had goodtsesulthe second half of the XIX
century, when many of the archaic and regional atteristics just disappear from the
language of the Romanian press. There are stilerottegional phonetical and
grammatical features still present together wittne@eminiscences of the old language,
especially in Moldavia, where Asachi favoured ttide.

I have identified two major periods in the existemd the religious press in the
XIX century.

I. The incipient press: moral-religious charactamsisting on fragments from
the Holy Scriptures, biblical analyses, apologetibsstorical studies; specialized
theological language, a content with no connectitth the realities of the Church, the
only connection refers to the Sundays and the otbkgious celebrations; Cyrillic
alphabet. The page setting, although it may beolorons, is monotonous, with long
texts, no images, no subheads. Pages often loekthi& holy books. Sometimes the
articles have no titles, the text just flows intwe tnext page without any mark of
continuity. We cannot speak of a journalistic sipl¢his period.

But, in terms of the programme-articles, even it&t fazettes did mentioned
the informative role of the press, as importantheseducational, moral-religious role:
“Vestitorul will contain stories, anecdotes, sentences andiadl of news from the
interior and from the exterior of the country, @lation with the interests of the Church”
(the announcement preceding the first editiorVestitorul bisericescDecember, 18,
1838 — apud Cocora, 1960: 216-217)

Il. The mature press, after 1880: the content efgsnmentioned above are still
present in the summary, but there are problembeptesent reality the press starts to
signal, such as the remuneration of the clericsyds concerning the status of the
Church in the state and in the context of theirl@i@n on the international scene (a
strong connection between the State and the Chucelgbrations, the ordinations of
new priests, visits of important Church men, spesaif bishops and archbishops, news
stories and reports about conferences, synods,ciéswf the clerics, administrative
decisions, portrays of the newly elected hierarafsclerics with special merits in

1 Literatura, report on the celebration of the National Collegeproduced afteiCurierul
romanescDecember 7, 1833, in ,Suplement” of number &lifina romaneast

2 w/estitorul va coprinde: povestiri, anecdote, setit si tot felul de articole religioasg morale
si alte Trptiintari din launtrusi de afaé care se atingde sfera ei; ori au raport cu scopasesi I-a
pus: de a hini duhul religiossi moral ce a caracterizat fearomaneasc.
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charity activities, correspondences from abroadieres and cultural notes signalling
the editions of theological, religious and cultunalrks, also poetry collections, folklore
anthologies, features, deceases etc. The struofutiee articles is different from the
texts of the holy books and the theological lecturg losing the atemporal perspective
and by adding concrete examples to the argumentalibe factual elements of the
discourse are: statistics, results of a censtus,disparishes and clerics, accounts of the
daily expenses of a family, receipts etc.

The use of neologism and the political dimensiontloé discourse also
contribute to the specific of the texts in the gielus gazettes. Here are some of the
words that reflect this tendenayaturalmente naturally, activitate -activity, repaus -
rest, involuntar - involuntary, afaceri - bussiness|imita - limit, extrem- extreme,
absolut- absoluteprovidena - providencesocietate society,a constata- to ascertain,
drepturi - rights, onorabil - honorable,faculiisi - faculties, individ - individual,
economie- economy turism - tourism,agricultura - agriculture,stat - state,confrai -
brethrenyagabondaj vagabondagédncult - unculturedjin detrimentul- in despite of,
organizarea judedtoreas@ gsi administrativi — the judicial and administrative
organisation circumstape —circumstancesBijsericasi gscoald), inifiativa — initiative,
solidaritate— solidarity,alocuiune - speecheroare— error,decret— edict,pauperism-
pauperismgaritate —charity Revista Catolicy constityie —constitution legitimitate—
legitimacy, subversive- subversivepropagi — propagate, just — just, prelegere—
lecture,penitena — penitence Revista teologi€). These terms coexist with old words
and archaisms, some of them still present in tencon language and in the books of
the orthodox cultobarsie — origin, foaie — paper (as newspapetdlcuire — explanation,
nvagaminte — moral conclusionsparanii — predicamentatotputing — almightiness,
cutareva— somebodyjidovi — Jewspre — preposition in the Romanian accusative case,
vartos — hard, deep, profoundlyindelungeibdarea- endurancegcurmi — cut off,
nwvagacel — disciple, cari — relative pronoun (that, whog se legda — to betray,
peripgioase — dangeroustrambirarea — announcing,rasbel — war, ovrei — Jews,
poporani— citizens,angarale —obligations,inutale — regional,vrdjmasi — enemies,
apueituri — bad behaviour§mbuibat— fattened etc.

The preponderance and the proportion of these waedend on the gazette, on
the people in charge with its publishing, on théhau of the article, on the subject, on
the Romanian province and on the Church that puddighe gazette. Thus, a special
attention to language can be noticeddrtodoxul (Bucureti, 1880-1886),Biserica si
scoala, foae religioas si stiingifica (Pitesti, 1886),Revista Teologit (lasi, 1883-1887),
Desteptarea, ziar eclesiastico-literaflasi, 1882-1886) andrelegraful Romar(Sibiu,
1853-present days). The Roman-Catholic gazZRtwista catolica(Satu-Mare, 1885,
Baia Mare, 1886-1887, Sige 1891, 1903-1905) and the Greek-Cathokoi'a
basericesca. Organu pentru cultur'a religiosa araolei si a poporului(Blaj, 1883-
1887) abound in neologisms borrowed directly froatih and Italian, without taking
into account the specific forms of the Romanianglaage: baserica - church
allocutiune— speechpccasiunea- the occasiorerrori — errors,vigilantia — vigilance,
sanitosa— healthy tumba— grave sacramenty- sacramensantu— holy etc.

The frequency of the informative articles differsrh one gazette to another
and even from an edition to another of the samespaper: from half a page in gazettes
with 32 pages Koi'a basericesca. Organu pentru cultura religiosa clerului si a
poporului Blaj, 1883) to two pages from a total lengthaidif pagesRisericasi scoala,
1886, Pitsti).
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The columns containing present-day information acalled either
“Informatiuni” (Bisericasi scoala Pitesti, 1886), or “Avisu”, “Cronica contemporana”,
“Corespondentia”, “Literatura” Revista catolica Satu-Mare, 1885), “Varigtf”,
“Literatura” (Foi'a basericescaBlaj, 1883), “Diverse”, “Bibliografie”, “Notiteiterare”
(Ortodoxul Bucursti, 1880), or they appear depending on the impagaof the
reported events, in different pages, without béfreguded in a constant column.

The structure of the news stories, reports andufeatis the same as the
structure recommended by nowadays journalism wgitimanuals. The main
informational content is gathered in the first rowsllowed by the contextual
information as secondary content. The reports gh@vers to the 5 W questioWgho?
What? When? Where? Why?plusHow?. The source of the information is constantly
indicated, as a mark of truthiness and trustwoetssn

Although the reportages are not very frequent et theriod of time in the
newspapers, they are not completely absent indhgious gazettes. | have identified
two of them inRevista catolica“Amintiri din caletorie. Schie dintr'un op destinat
pentru tipar” (“Memories from a journey”) contairdescription, narrations about
various facts and legends, elements of a portir@mipdrtant local personalities: priests
and archpriests with their accomplishments, monggcaand historic data. “Interiorulu
basericei santului Petru” (“The interior of the $teter’'s cathedral”) is mainly a
description from the famous cathedral. One can ceotthe presence of the
writer/reporter in that place from the fact that deports the feelings, the impressions
and the subjective appreciation of the distancesdamensions of the building.

The features may have or not have a connectiontivitife of the Church and
the congregation. When there is not a logical cotioe, the author of the article draws
moral conclusions from the fact. For example, thaty feeling is the main idea of a
feature that reports the auto denunciation of a sumpected with a cruel murder, three
months after he had committed it (Biserica si scoald). Although it may seem
incompatible with the profile of the religious pseshe sensationalism phenomenon is
not entirely absent from the church gazettes inXh€ century. Although this type of
press is not so focused on the informative missisnthe laic press, we can still
encounter feature articles that report about criereb social disorders. As a difference
from the laic press, the tendency does not appegeportages, a gender almost absent
in the religious press and in course of developnretite laic press in the same period
of time.

Conclusions

Elements of a journalistic style in the XIX centuRpmanian religious press
can be found in the last two decades of the giveiog. That time the newspapers and
the people in charge with them realize the impa#aaf the press in the life of the
Church and its congregation. The aspect is alsblgig the program-articles that come
before the first editions of the gazettes or togethith the first edition of a newly
edited gazette. In addition to the moral-religiquspose, in these articles we can read
about things that are specific to the press woddwifor example the informative
function and mission that the press has to assume.

On the language level, we witness the same prafeb® Romanian language
development that characterizes the press after:186€s in course of form fixing, the
simultaneous use of different forms of the samedwtnies to urbanize the language
through political and administrative neologisms,picess marked by incertitude,
looking for solutions and transitory forms.
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