THE ADVERB IN THE CONTEMPORARY ROMANIAN
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Abstract The current work paper is an overview of the stabfi adverbs within the
morphology of contemporary Romanian language. Tdheed is characterized by well defined
lexical meaning, fact that stresses its importaaieé distinction in the whole of inflexible parts of
speech. Starting from this status, the adverb ifindé by many morphological, lexical-
grammatical features, by orthographic aspects (védtlsemantic and grammar approach, un-
analyzable structures, exceptions) and specifitissity and by the category of comparison
analytically or periphrastically (distinct analogs and aspects reported to adjective - flexible
part of speech). The paper also insists on theenirtendencies of wrong use of certain adverbs,
solved by correct situation contexts. Finally, thare shown several stylistic values displayed by
some Romanian adverbs.

Keywords morphological features, orthographic aspectslistigs.

A. Status of the adverb within morphology

Yet from the times of Latin bookmen, the adverk hat constituted a distinct
class. The Danish linguist Otto Jespersen congideees taking part to a heterogeneous
class, classifying it both in theategoryof the parts of speecand in thecategory of
particles

Situated in the context of the ten parts of spdélekible and inflexible) that
constitute the main object of study of morpholoipg adverhis remarkable by distinct
features that provide it a special place. Its spestatus is supported by the following
features:

e from themorphologicalpoint of view, the adverb iavariable,which allows
its falling within the category of un-flexible parbf speech, together with preposition,
conjunction and interjection;

e it is an extremely numerous and un-homogerlexical - grammar class
This dominant feature eliminates the possibilityeapressing a unitary definition for
the whole inventory of adverbs and of a generalngew lacking disputes or
mudguards;

e the adverb has generallg, non-analyzable structureRarely, when it is
analyzable, may be recognized in the structuredotd a lexical suffix or a deictic
particle, but never morphemes (suffix or terminasi

e despite the other parts of speech, the adverb &nbw category of
comparison(periphrasticor analytically), fact that get it closer to the adjective. The
comparison degrees are not enough to include therladn the category of flexible
parts of speech, because the adverb does not chiarigen depending on this grammar
category. It is required the specification that mdit the adverbs have comparison
degrees;
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e compared to the other parts of speech, the adsdeatured by well defined
lexical meaning, which stresses its importancedistinction in the whole of inflexible
parts of speech..

B. Ortographic aspects

The adverb, as un-flexible part of speech, doesais¢ special problems from
the orthography point of view. The adverbs andeddvphrases that have in their
structure several parts of speech are writiarone word separatelyor with hyphen

1. There are spelled in one wotlde adverbs of which component items, due to
the high welding degree, don't keep any more sermantic individuality, behaving as a
single word. The following structures take parthis category:

« a preposition+ an adverb, substantive, numeral, pronoun

home, hardly, seldom, patchy, rarely, above, tliannothing, fast, below, anyhow, not
at all, at the same time, certainly, far, tonigegrly, before, outside, inside, hither,
across, back, always, contrary, around, togetheglibetrately, behind, there, soon,
maybe, as, second, around

« the preposition#, of + another part of speech
enough, closely, available, generally, especidatnjght
e pronouns or pronoun adjectives other,the other

whilom, otherwise, aforetime, as a matter of,faelsewhere, another time, the day
before yesterday, the night before last night

» adverbs composed on an invariable element each-see -ful-, any-, any:
when, how, where, when, how much, how, where, somesomehow, anyhow,
wherever, anywhere, abroad,
any time, anyhow, anywhere, sometime, some, wBemeewhere, sometimes, often,
rarely, other times

 the adverb oncand its compoundshort, sometime, never, at the same time,
any time Exception is the adverbial phragk of a suddenmade of the numeralll,
opposed tawo times

* the adverbs composed by -miiest, probably

« adverbs composed of heterogeneous elemtttay, certainly, decent, just,

instantly, like
The composed adverbs, graphically expressed by vese, must not be

confounded to the free combinations or to the dulaéphrases made of the same terms
that are separately written:
some other time aforetime, a long time agoahother time [You will come another
time]
sure= certainly, obviously ¢ertain + ly [The message of lines wesrtain]
now and agairF from time to time, sometimesnbw and again [Each one answers
now and agaitj
aside= crabwise, isolated, islandear the one sidgThe planes are alignezh the one
sideof the street.]
soon= early, /by age[The old man seems to be forgottgnage]
interminably= always, all the timedne of[He cameone ofthese days.]
anymore= never /neither nor[He neithersaid hello when he canmor when he left.]
anyway= not at all, anyhow /neither nor[lt's neither goodas you saidnor as you
wrote.]
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just = only, than &Any more[l can't waitany more]
the same= anyway/one, tooJHe showsne, tooof his first work papers.]

2. There are written with hyphetine adverbs and adverbial phrases made of
several words un-bound one to each other:
a. those where the first composition termpgepositionsin or from (which lost the
vowel -u before a word that starts with a vowdtpm there, contrary, of both, once, in
that, over there, truly, on purpose, idly, in, baden, once
b. those made of thprepositionafter or of the demonstrative adjectivihis and a
substantive with temporal meaninthis afternoon, afternoon, after lunch, last winter
last night, light spring, this evening, last autuntast summer, etc. (the adverb today
makes an exception)
c. those made by binding two substantives, of astambive with an adverb, of two
adverbs, of two interjections or of two rhymed itethat are not independently used in
the language:
this summer, last summer, this evening, this mgrrdog-doggish, yesterday morning,
last night, around, slowly, mincemeat, tomorrowhtjgout of the blue, too, all of a
sudden, mixed, so-so, hardly, willy-nilly, the gshamd the long of the family, trylat
downin the afternoopafternoon, expressly, on purpose

¢ The writing with hyphen both marks the intermegiavelding degree of
certain compound adverlast night, last evening, and phonetic phenomena (elision
and contraction)indeed, from there

+ By hyphen, too, it is expressed the bind spelbhgvords in a more or less
fast tempoenoughclosely from now onalthough, usually, they are separately written
(see point 3).

3. There are separately writtethe adverbial phrases and the compound
adverbs of which component elements keep theicdxind grammar independence:
of therefore, closely, also, usually, especialfistlevening, beforehanedy definitively,
truly, outside, finallyat handy, minimum, asigden next, on the one hand, by hedny
unduly, impulsively, meantimeikewise, there are written the adverbial phraseslen
by acompound prepositiorf:
head over heels, altogether, riding, across, dogit;i along, ready, “de-a poarca”,
touchwood, “de-a puia-gaia” , always, in - ougdd over heels, for nothing, caper

+ The mode adverbs made of substantives or verlbstigt suffixes s / - &
are written without-i in the end:cross, by the beard, sly, side, rouglespite the
adverbsagain, any, howeverand the popular or archaic formiacusi”, “cumvasi”
made ofagain+ and -5 as+ and, all+ and(adverb and conjunction).

¢ The correct form of time adverbs resulted by cosiom from the feminine
substantives with definite article for singular idonday TuesdayWednesdayFriday;
exceptiormakesThursday

¢ It is correctly said and spelléicicontinuu (continuously)not incontinuu,
because it is about an adverb created in Romamiaguhge by: preposition in +
adverbcontinuous

+ The adverbboth appears with two different graphs, in differenntExts:
verb +both(a), sda) + verb ; sda) ... that; as ..aga); as..as,as much (without the
deictic particle a).

¢ Itis correct: agar asl| know, asl found out.

C. Semantic and grammatical aspects
1. Approachedemantically the following adverbs have a special status:
a.always(adv.) -forever(prep.+ adverb) have the same meaning
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b. adv.only (affirmative) is opposite tthan (with a negative meaning): | hawvaly one
child. | don't havéout two books.
c. about—notmuch: He isaboutused to difficulties. He is nabo used to difficulties.
d. and(it is used in affirmative contextshbr (it is used in negative contexts):
He alsospeaks English and French. / He doesn't speakdbngtir French.
e. some adverbs are synonym with adverbial phrases:
like = also, hardly = toilsomely, just = so
all of a sudden = unexpectedly, fully = entirelg, s so that, parallel= parallel, before
= in front of, differently = too, purposely = exgssly, enough = sufficiently, hardly =
barely, Romanian = Romanigpop.),else = or, soon = lately
f. some adverbs have a similar form, but the mepisdifferent:
often(frequently)/ often(often)
even(just) /just (exactly)
once(earlier) /once upon a timéonce more)
any (anyhow) /originary (originary)
aforetime(before) /another timg(in another circumstance)
otherway(else) /other way(not the same way)
2. From thegrammaticalpoint of view, there are several adverbs thatgrea special
status, depending on the context:
a. meaning, namely- with an explanatory meaning, are conjunctioret #xpress a
positive report in the sentence or in the phrase;
b. adv.likewisebecomes preposition when the dative case is redjuir
c. any,in nominal context, is invariable and expressesagproximationféw);
d. like, than, how muchhecome prepositions in the structure of mode cistantial
complement because they are built with the acotesaike mother,as high asthe
mountainthanthe colleague;
e. probablyis semi-adverb (used in popular language), arathier contexts, it has the
status of an incident word.
f. dripping is an adverb met in popular expressions: wet, ldak, splashedripping.
g. neitheris always semi-adverb in negative structures; seigly, it is opposed to
either (also)of the affirmative constructions: Neither his frée entered. His friendiso
entered. Repeated, the semi-advetbs, nor occur with a role of coordinator
conjunctions: | receivethoth a doll and a snow flake bouquet. / | don't haegher
sandalsor sabots.
h. At the level of a sentence, in a correlativetegt) either - oris no longer a relative
adverb, it becomes a time adverb: He wréilserwith the styloor with the ballpoint.
i. As repeated and used with a temporal meaning, becsnb®rdinatecconjunction(
= as soon ag)r time adverh( = immediately) at the level of the sentenéeshe enters
the room, he asks about me.
j- Wherewith a temporal meaning (= all of a sudden) islorger a relative adverb,
becoming conjunctionWhere (as)he started laughifiyy % that he couldn't stop
anymore?/
+ The following adverbs have a complex grammatitatus:

a. —ready - invariable adj.. The homework i®ady / The homeworks aresady
adverb:Finally, | understood.

-made up- adj. phrase: Made up man suit . / Made up ctothe

-for nothing— adv. phrase: He received falt nothing
b. - certain— invariable adj.: Acertainword hurts./ Acertaindecision surprise us.

-as such adv. phrase with modal meaning: He talkssuch
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- adverbial phrase with cosole meaning: You are wronggyou'll pay.
- adjective phrasesdch Such a gesture is not forgettable.
c. otherway this way- adv. when it determines a verb: He thikserway (differently)
than (from) her. He expressed himghis way
- adj. when it determines bstantive or a pronoun (rarely).
d. otherthan, suchare adjectival phrases:
He obtainedther kindof results. | am abashed Bychcircumstances.

+ Grammatical homonymgf adverbs is illustrated by the following lexical

units shown by adequate contexts:

- closely(place adverb) - He walkdosely

- almost(proximity mode adverb) - He @mostlicensed.

- how much(mode adverb with quantity meaningfew muchdid he cash?

- how(semi-adverb with the meaningaif) - Tell meall about you!

- rather (comparative adverb) - You woutdther tell me the truth!

- instead(semi-adverbial phraselzeforg - He is worriednsteadof careless.

- afore (adverb at comparative) - The headquarters oftimepany isafore

- before (adverbial phrase a long time ago, firgt: Before,the Dacian was living on
these lands. | give you a cup of coffeefore then we will walk.

D. Use tendencies of adverbs

In the contemporary Romanian language, there agstered wrong
tendencies in the use of certain adverbs or adsigohrases.

1. Adjective composition of adverb in different texts

a. by confusion with the adjectivsometimes, the form of adverb with a
guantity meaning is provided in gender and number:

*how manymore s many as], €noughfew [quite few], *heavyto bring over hardly
to bring over] so manytalented §otalented];

b. at the adjectives composed with an adverb
*noi (new}born jhou (newdborn], *noi (new}employed hou (newlyjemployed],
*badtough fvil-doers] free lancers[liberlancers], tiberi (free) thinkers free-
thinkers]

c.when the adverb determines an adjective
*firm convinced firmly convinced], fresh married hewly married], *severeill
[severillyill], *total know-nothing fotally know-nothing].

d. inthe lexical unitsmade of:subst.+ adv.+ verb at supinethe adverb is
frequently adjusted, the structures this way oletibeing non-literary: decisiomasy
to made [decisionsasilyto make], difficult ways to climb [waybardly to climb] ,
difficult persons to bear [peopleardly bearable],complicated situationgo solve,
[situationshardly to solve], routegmpossibleto follow [routesimpossiblyto follow].

¢ These constructions always have in their structurprobability adverb:
difficult, hard, easy, possible, impossible, anchpticated

¢ The tendency of adjective making of the adverihésresult of its relation to
the substantive of constructiordéephuman feelings,goodpay people, ¢arrion rich
families. Correctdeeplyhuman feelingsgood paypersonsultra-rich families.

+ This tendency is the consequence of a hyper-doess phenomenon (the
speaker adjusts the adverb with the substantiviéitas an adjective).

2. Confusion between the adveds and the pronourmuch | invited as more
specialists. Correct: | invitethuch more specialists

3. Redundant, un-justified use of certain adve#itee saysothing if onlyyou ask her.
Correct: She doesn't shyt if you ask her.
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4. The omission of the repetition of adverhereandveryin front of each element of a
listing: He ismore careful and concerned in this project. She wasy assiduous and
talented.
Correct: He ignorecareful andnoreconcerned in this project.
She wagery perseverant anderytalented.

5. By analogy tahat, formant of the relative superlative of adjectiiteis mistakenly
adjusted the articléhat of the structure of relative superlative of advetle is one of
those bespaid. Correct: He is one dhe bespaid.
6. Changes in the topics of certain semi-adverbs

a. about, more, too, alare mistakenly placed before the grouprb + atone
pronoun (personadr reflexive)+ verlx | am no more playing.:

Correct- | am not playingany more/ Probably he would try.

Correct - He would probably try. Scarcely is it heammbrrect It is scarcely
heard.

b. the preposition constructions are mistakenlgatisated by semi-adverbs:
He almostintroduced her all the guests. Correct He introduced heslmostall the
guests.
| cooperateonly with two persons. Correct | only cooperate with two persons.
| finished ofabouta week ago.Correct | finishedabouta week ago.
7. Confusions in the use of adverbs

In the dialect expression, the advedsdy andjust are used in the contexts
where their presence does not correspond to thessgd grammatical norms:
- in Ardeal,onlyis used in negative contexts (old forms);
- in Muntenia, just sis mistakenly extended positive structures
- in a careful expressioonlyis frequently used instead of the advirit,
- the nite advertever,in a construction with a verb at the negative foismmused
instead of the negative advarbver in a less careful expression;
- itis also registered the occurrence, in some ctsitef pleonastic bindgoncluding,
therefore, consequently,.so
8. Use of adverbs with a changed semantic status
- the adverbso loses its conclusive meaning by the incorrect ussgoming an
expletive particle. By the frequency of use, (yoatid un-educated people), this adverb
became an annoying verbal tic;
- somewherdwith locative meaning) is used as cliché with mlogalue 6omehow, to
some extet
- during the last time, it is spread, the same gimgly, the use o&ffectively *I don't
effectively like him; *He doesn'teffectively care for himself; *He iseffectively
interested in your situation; *He éfectivelybearable.
- from now on(which marks the initial time of an action) is rm@nd more used instead
of already(specialized in underlining the final time of act);
- not onlyoccurs frequently in current expressions with vhiie of blunted formula:
My colleagues andot onlyexpressed their opinion.
9. Incorrect writing of certain compound adverbghwprepositions welded to the
following term: correcthardly, therefore, often, the day before yesterdayge, above,
before, strictly, anyway, somewhere, and sometime
E. Stylistic values of adverbs

1. A special expressiveness is ownedtty derived adverbs with diminutive suffixes
quite well, quite easy, quite far, a bithbsolute superlatives morphological synonyms
with very.
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2. The absolute superlative made of the affectyw®syms of morphemevery - great,
terrible, extremely, extraordinaris more expressive than the form imposed by norm:
great, terribly fast,extremelybad,formidablyclose.
3. The interrogative adverbs contribute to the dsse of interrogations and of
eloquential invocationddow could you say such things?
4. The correlative adverbs retake the idea expdeissthe subordinated sentence, draw
the attention on it, shorten the expression andoventhe repetitionsiWhenyou are
always learningthenyou have results.
5. The predicative adverbs mostly express the stibgeattitude of the speakedsam
certainlywaiting for you gladly.
6. In a conversational language, the adverbs aeel @isr the issuance of elliptic
sentences: Do we have more to wak%ittle.
7. The adverbial phrases are more expressive Hendquivalent adverbsoy hook or
by crook = necessarilyfor nothing = ineffectively.
8. The modal adverbs resulted by substantivesctdgs or participle verbs, used
alone or in relation with other words may bepithets, comparisons, hyperboles,
metaphors
9. Some adverbs may enter in interrogative sentericeclassifications, in repetitions
and in rhetorical invocations.

F. Conclusions

The evolution of adverbial system in Romanian leage must be approached
from the perspective of the following aspects:

* inventory of adverbdemonstrate that “the properly (direct) loans gcueven
in the current language - a modest place, bothtgatwvely and as frequency.”
(Ciompec, 1985: 284). A specific feature of advertiRomanian language aims
the enrichment way of lexicon, issued dymposition(for the old language) and
by the conversion of adjectiveffor the contemporary stage of Romanian
language);

» consolidation of innovations at the level of conpamary Romanian language
was made under the indisputable influence of Frelaciguage and of other
modern languages. The Romanic neologisms “certifye tintegrity of
development of Romanian adverb in this tendencRarhanic westernization.”
(Ibidem)

» “functional - stylistic diversificationof adverbial forms and constructions.”
(Ibidem) The stylistic expression potential of adverbbased upon the lexical,
morphological and syntactic resources, specifihi®inventory of words.

Concluding the above mentioned tendencies “cottier current adverbial
system the character ofodernityand configure [...] its further evolutiontbjdem p.
285).
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