ASPECTS OF AGREEMENT IN THE NOUN GROUP
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Abstract The present paper represents an attempt to rewtesv most important
opinions about the syntactic organization of theimgroup which has the structure [cardinal
numeral + noun]. A solution to this morphologicaldasyntactical issue should be the first step to
establishing the proper form of agreement when gectidtal adjunct is added to this structure.
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1. The agreement is a formal expression of the s¥intarelations of
dependency; the regent assigns its subordinated tiee obligation of repeating the
grammatical information of the regent, partially entirely. “In the noun group of
Romanian, the information about gender, number cask is repeated following the
direction noun regent adjective, article.” (Bidu-VanceanugCilarasu, et alii 1997: 16)

Considering the definition of agreement in the mgirase in Romanian, the
present paper aims to highlight certain aspectsgoéement in the noun phrase which
includes a numeral cardinal. Due to the disputatlistof the numeral in Romanian, its
syntactic position in the noun phrase is not cleanialyzed — adjunct or head of the
group. Consequently, various constructions occulailguage use and the normative
grammar recommendations differ from one linguisatmther or there are no definite
positions regarding this type of structures andk ttedation to standard Romaniacele
18 miliarde de lebr cei 18 miliarde de |6

2. Language researchers’ opinions regarding the mdoglual status of the
numeral are very different, so the structure [caatlinumeral + noun] is considered
according to the position attributed to the numdrarthermore, there are two different
patterns depending on the number expressed byatftenal numeral. If the numeral
ranges betweennu and nouisprezeceor is a compound that includes one of these
numerals on the final position, then the struc{eegdinal numeral + noun] is realized.
If the compound numeral expresses a number hiditzar 20, except those mentioned
above, then the structure [cardinal numeral + giglom de + noun] is used.

The various interpretations of these structuresuse may be grouped as
follows, but this classification is far from beirgxhaustive, as the main goal of the
present paper is to approach the issue of agreém#rdse types of noun phrases with a
view to standard Romanian.

2.1. In traditional grammar studies the two typssstructures including
cardinal numerals are interpreted separately affierelntly. The numeral is considered
to have an adjectival value in the structure [caatinumeral + noun], so it is a
determiner and its syntactic function is an attigbapt elevi, o mie trei elevi

The other structure is the one that caused adisplte and the researchers
argued for two interpretations. In the construdionth a cardinal numeral followed by
the prepositiorde and a noun, the numeral has been assigned thiéoposf a regent
and the noun has been considered its subordingteteded by the preposition:
douizeci de elevi The main argument for this solution is the ploitiy of deleting the
noun, which would prove its subordinated posititm.addition, the presence of the

YUniversity of Piteti, adina.elena.dumitru@gmail.com

29

BDD-A5965 © 2013 Universitatea din Pitesti
Provided by Diacronia.ro for IP 216.73.216.153 (2025-10-30 14:48:27 UTC)



preposition can not be ignored and it can be censitla mark of the accusative case of
the noun.

Still, this interpretation proved to be vulnerabled other linguists showed that
those arguments were not sufficient. In their apinithe noun is the regent, while the
numeral grouped together witthe represents the subordinated part of the phrase,
functioning as an attribute and having the valua abun. The solution is based on the
fact that any adjective added to this type of phragrees with the noun, not with the
numeral: douizeci de elevi scunziThus, de is no longer a preposition, but a
postposition, similar to the morpheme which occirsother types of structures:
douizeci deelevi destul debun This second interpretation makes use of the ggalo
with other structures includinde, but the situations are not entirely similar, hesgin
destul de bun, astfel de othe first element followed bge has the value of an adverb
or of an adjective, but never the value of a nhasmthe group formed by the cardinal
numeral andleis said to have.

“Disregarding the syntactic interpretation, themaual in these structures has
the value of a noun, @k cancels the agreement” (Ne@m1999: 143).

Following this direction, we may assume that ¢aedinal numeral has the
value of a noun, similar to structures suctuakilogram de mere, o minune de cppil
but when it groups together witte, they form an adjectival phrase, functioning as a
determiner of the noun head. Thus, the analogy thighstructures mentioned above is
coherent, since these structures are analyzeav#tyish GALR (GALR, I: 168).

2.2. A different approach on these types of stmgs and on the numeral as a
whole belongs to D. Irimia, who considers that themeral is a pronoun of
guantification. Consequently, in structures suchiasi copii, treizeci de copjithe first
element €inci, treizec) becomes a pronominal adjective of quantificatiBegarding
the special situation of the terms which expressiers higher than 19, the author
specifies that they develop “a syntagmatic relatigth the determined noun by means
of prepositiondée’ (Irimia, 1997: 132).

2.3. GALR offers another interpretation of thes® types of structures with
cardinal numeral which tends to unify the analyaig] this syntactic approach is based
on a reconsidered description of the numeral. Thisaid to have three values:
substitute, adjective and noun. In the structuardmal numeral + noun], the first
element has the value of an adjective and it fonstias an adjunct of the noun, so the
interpretation of this type of noun group does difer from the one adopted in the
traditional grammar studies.

With respect to the second type of structure, ith@dtiding a cardinal numeral
and the prepositiode the opinion is quite different from those expessi traditional
grammar studies. In GALR the authors assert thatdAstruction specific to Romanian
is the one that consists of a cardinal numeralritifier) followed by the prepositiode
and the quantified nourdowizeci de oameniThe noun may be interpreted as a
syntactic head in the noun group, while the numierdas quantifier adjunct” (GALR, I,
2005: 87). Such an interpretation bases on theogpakith the structures withowte
(doisprezece oameénisince the role of the numeral is to quantifybioth types of
structures, in a semantic approach. The problem this argument is that the analysis
must be rather syntactic than semantic, so, ire sfithe analogy, the presence of the
prepositionde should not be ignored. To support this interpretatanother argument is
submitted: the agreement of the morphereé celewith the noun ¢ei dou: mii de
oamen).
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“This interpretation is supported also by the gandgreement of certain
adjectival determiners with the noun (not with themeral), which gives the status of a
head to the nourcei (acei/ceilalti/alti) trei sute daireci de elevi (GALR, |, 2005:
296).

But this argument is not a strong one when usésl wlay, firstly because
agreement is an option made by the speaker. The@gnt is fluctuant, sometimes the
speakers use, for examptei doui mii de lej sometimescele dod mii de lej
depending on his/her intentions. Does this mean ti syntactic function of the
numeral changes, along with its morphological valltemay seem that it does, if we
accept agreement as an argument, or a criteriestablishing the syntactic function of
the cardinal numeral in this type of structureseft¥he authors of GALR admit that
there are certain limits to their interpretatiom, tbat it may be rounded by another
interpretation offered for those situations whehe tagreement is different. “The
syntactic structure of the noun phrase is lessr¢led in the constructions where the
agreement is with the quantifierele doua milioane de oamdni.]). The noun value of
the quantifier and, especially, the agreement atdidhe inversion of the syntactic
relation in this type of noun groups, the quantifieing the head and the quantified
noun, its adjunct” (GALR, Il, 2005: 87).

Secondly, the limits of this argument are proveyl the possibility of
considering the demonstrativeei, celeto be morphemes in the structure of the
compound cardinal numerals. The demonstrativelarttonverted into a morpheme of
gender and case of the numeralsii{@aru, 1998: 175). So, this element marks the
agreement of the entire compound numeral with thearhead of the group.

2.4. A. Cornilescu proposes a generative gramrpproach on the disputed
issue of the status of numeral and her opinionoimpletely different from the other
interpretations. “If we agree that binders (i.engtituents which allow nouns to function
as arguments by binding their internal variableJobg to the syntactic category
Determiners, then cardinal numerals [...] should beluded in this category”
(Cornilescu, 1995: 231).

So, Cornilescu considers the cardinal numeralsyels as ordinal numerals
and lexical quantifiers to belong to the syntadétegory of Determiners and, as a
consequence of this position, they are not subatedithto the noun. “We assume that
determiners [...] act as functional heads which éseb NP complement’(Cornilescu,
1995: 230). They are no longer adjuncts in the nolumase, as they are interpreted in
GALR, but functional heads, according to the rule-DD° NP.

2.5. In a semantic perspective, Coseriu providesther approach on the
numerals, after he defines three major categofiegals based on a semantic analysis:
lexeme words, categoreme words and morpheme woh#snumeral is included in the
same category with the pronoun “which presents tmdyform of structuring the extra-
linguistic reality (therefore, functioning as nourljectives, adverbs) [...]. They are
words that have categorical meaning, but they dohawe lexical meaning” (Nica,
2011: 294).

Coseriu’s theory matches the position adopted ALK since the numeral
behaves the same way the pronoun does and belorihe tsame category of words,
together with a series of adverbial deictic elersemhike a series of pronouns, the
numeral may turn into an adjective when it occursthe specific position of noun
determiner and this situation could be seen as sustiuctures [cardinal numeralde
+ noun].
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3. The previous review of different theoretical apmiues on the cardinal
numeral issue and its syntactic position in themplrase has no other goal but to offer
a starting point for establishing a normative framek regarding the agreement in such
structures.

The necessity of a clarification regarding the phmlogical and syntactical
status of the cardinal numeral included in suchcstires proves to be a condition for
deciding upon the rightness of the agreement isethigpes of noun phrases.

If the theoretical approaches on the status of eraimare different, even
opposite sometimes, if the syntactic interpretatiohthe structures including a cardinal
numeral followed byde are various, then the problem of the agreemensuoh
structures has more than one solution.

There are numerals which “sometimes present ardifice between the gender
of the concept and the gender of the substitutadh:ncei dou sute de oameni; cele
dow: sute de oameni; cele dosute de &r¢i” (Gaitanaru, 1998: 175).

In GALR there is a similar note: “In certain sitioas, the gender agreement is
not controlled by the noun, but by the gender & $imple numeral included in the
compound numeral, cEele 18 miliarde de I€i...], but alsocei 20 de miliarde de [&i
(GALR, I, 2005: 296).

While GALR avoids offering a direct answer regaglthe proper agreement
in the structures [cardinal numerabtle + noun], Mioara Avram considers that there are
two correct variants regarding the agreement innixen group formed by a cardinal
numeral followed by the prepositiaie and a noun, but she separates the situations with
a numeral less than two thousands from the resteottardinal numerals, as with the
former the agreement in gender is exclusively aile by the nouncei (acati, alsi)
195 de lei The same type of agreement occurs with higheremals, “except those
which express round numbers, beginning Witz sute with these, the agreement may
be done either with the noun or with the numerapehding on what the speaker wants
to point out.” (Avram, 1986: 102). Thus, anotheriable parameter is added to the
morphological and syntactical status of the numexapragmatic element: speaker’s
intention.

V. Gutu Romalo offers a clear opinion about theeagent in this type of
structures: “In such situations, this determinesften improperly agreed with the noun
which the compound numeral refers tQei aproape optzeci de milioane de
locuitori..[...] (instead of Cele aproape optzeci denilioane de locuitor)” (Gutu
Romalo, 2008: 45-46).

So, there are two variants of agreement occurnvith this type of
constructions, according to the position assigmethé numeral — head or adjunct —
within the noun phrase. In its turn, this assignmmay be determined by speaker’s
intentions and communication aims, which represamsagmatic variable.

The use of these structures in spoken or writtem&ian shows that both
variants occur, reflecting the gender agreemerthef(pronominal) adjective with the
noun or with the cardinal numeralin cei 989.700 de tugi, din cei 4,33 milioane de
turisti (jurnalul.ro, 02.09.2013)primele 10 milioane de euro la capitalul companiei
(zf.ro, 21.08.2013)

If the noun is considered the head of the grotentthe deletion of the
prepositionde is possible and it may be regarded as a conseguainthe fact that
speakers use the cardinal numerals disregardinguhwer they express. This kind of
structures are not recommended in standard Romamiarever they should be taken
into account as they represent the outcomes aidetey in language use. As speakers
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consider the noun to be the head of the group aedthe numeral as an adjunct, the
noun imposes the agreement to the verb — prediadieen the syntactic position of this
noun is subject490 milioane euro au fost consuginpéni-n iunie, cdnd mai erau
disponibile fonduri de 300 de milioane de eufarnalul.ro, 28.08.2013)32.000
angajati Nokia sunt transferati la Microsdftirnalul.ro, 03.09.2013)

The feminine form of the adjective in the noungroor in the predicative
position proves that it agrees with the cardinahatal, which is considered to be the
head of the noun phrase and, consequently, thedubf the sentencegarimele 10
milioane de euro la capitalul companiékf.ro, 21.08.2013)1,2 miliarde de euro pot fi
mobilizate de popul# (zf.ro, 03.09.2013).

Taking a look to spoken Romanian could be a usefdinecessary stage, but it
is not enough. The question asked at the beginsiitige present papecdi 18 miliarde
de leior cele 18 miliarde de I¢icould be answered with a view to standard Ronmania
when a clear and definite position regarding themative recommendations is adopted.
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